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TALENT DIVISION OF THE ROGUE RIVER BASIN 
RECLAMATION PROJECT, OREGON 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16, 1954 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE 
on INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D.C. 


The subcommittee met at 10 a. m., pursuant to call, in room 224, 
Senate Office Building, Hon. Guy Cordon (chairman of the subcom- 
mittee) presiding. 

Present: Senators Guy Cordon (Oregon) and Arthur V. Watkins 
(Utah). 

Also present: Elmer K. Nelson, consulting engineer for the com- 
mittee, and N. D. McSherry, assistant chief clerk. 

Senator Corpon. The subcommittee will come to order. 

The purpose of this meeting is to hear testimony with reference 
to S. 3134, a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to con- 
struct, operate, and maintain the Talent division of the Rogue River 
Basin reclamation project, Oregon. 

The bill was introduced by the presently presiding chairman of 
this subcommittee. 

We will insert at this point in the record the text of S. 3134, as well 
as a letter dated May 6, 1954, from the Secretary of the Interior, and 
a letter dated April 21, 1954, from the Bureau of the Budget. 

(The bill under consideration, S. 3134, and the letters referred to, 
are as follow :) 

[S. 3134, 88d Cong., 2d sess. ] 


A BILL To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to construct, operate, and maintain 
the Talent division of the Rogue River Basin reclamation project, Oregon 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That, for the purposes of furnishing water 
for the irrigation of approximately eighteen thousand acres of land in Jackson 
County, Oregon, controlling floods, and providing hydroelectric power, and for 
other beneficial purposes, the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to con- 
struct, operate, and maintain the Talent division of the Rogue River Basin 
project consisting of two principal reservoirs at the Howard Prairie and Emi- 
grant sites, together with other necessary works for the collection, impounding, 
diversion, and delivery of water, the generation and transmission of hydroelec- 
tric power, and operations incidental thereto. 

Seo. 2. (a) In constructing, operating, and maintaining the works authorized 
in the first section of this Act, the Secretary shall be governed by the Federal 
reclamation laws (Act of June 17, 1902, 32 Stat. 388, and Acts amendatory there- 
of or supplementary thereto) except as is otherwise provided in this Act. 

(b) Any contract entered into under section 9, subsection (d), of the Recluma- 
tion Project Act of 1939 (53 Stat. 1187, 1193, 43 U. S. C., 1946 edition, sec. 485h) 
for payment of those portions of the costs of constructing, operating, and main- 
taining the Talent division which are properly allocable to irrigation and which 
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are assigned to be paid by the contracting organization may provide for the re- 
payment of the portion of the construction cost of the division assigned to any 
contract unit or, if the contract unit be divided into two or more blocks, to any 
such block over a period of not more than sixty-nine years, exclusive of any 
permissible development period, or as near thereto as is consistent with the 
adoption and operation of a variable payment formula which, being based on full 
repayment within the period stated under average conditions, permits variauce 
in the required annual payments in the light of economic factors pertinent of the 
ability of the organization to pay. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, all net 
revenues derived from the sale of commercial power from the Talent division 
shall be applied, first, to the amortization of that portion of the cost of construct- 
ing the division which is allocated to commercial power with interest on the un- 
amortized balance thereof at the average rate (which rate shall be certified by 
the Secretary of the Treasury) paid by the United States on its marketable long- 
term securities outstanding on the date of this Act and, thereafter, to the amorti- 
zation of that portion of the cost of constructing the division which is allocated 
to irrigation but which is beyond the ability of the contracting irrigation organi- 
zation to repay as provided above. 

Sec. 3. There is hereby authorized to be appropriated for construction of the 
Talent division, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
the sum of $19,900,000 plus such amounts, if any, as may be required by reason 
of changes in construction costs as indicated by engineering cost indices ap- 
plicable to the types of construction involved therein. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 25, D. C., May 6, 1954. 
Hon. Huen Butter, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D.C. 

My Dear SENATOR ButLerR: You have requested a report from this Department 
on 8. 3134, a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to construct, operate, 
and maintain the Talent division of the Rogue River Basin reclamation project, 
Oregon. 

A planning report on the Talent division bas been prepared by this Depart- 
ment and is now being reviewed by the States of Oregon and California and by 
the interested Federal agencies. Until that review has been completed, we will 
not be in a position to make any recommendation with respect to enactment of 
S. 3134. A copy of our planning report is, however, attached for your com- 
mittee’s information. Its substance is outlined in the following paragraphs of 
this letter. 

The Talent division is located in Jackson County of southwestern Oregon. 
The approximately 18,000 acres of lands which it would serve lie along Bear 
Creek, a tributary to the Rogue River, in the general vicinity of the city of 
Ashland and the towns of Talent and Phoenix. This multipurpose development 
is intended primarily for irrigation but would also produce hydroelectric power, 
flood control, and incidental fish and wildlife and recreation benefits. ‘The 
plan presented in the attached report provides for an adequate water supply 
for 17,890 acres of irrigable land of which 9,250 would receive a supplemental 
supply and 8,640 would receive a full supply. The locality is one in which a 
large percentage of small farms with off-farm income plays an important 
role in the economy. A full water supply would furnish additional income 
to farmers on the small tracts and would provide for optimum use of the avail- 
able water resource which, as a result of population increase, is important to 
the economy of the region. During a period prior to development of certain 
lands under the Phoenix Canal, approximately 9,000 acre-feet of water could 
be made available annually to the Medford and Rogue River Valley Irrigation 
Districts to supplement their present inadequate supplies pending the develop- 
ment of an alternative source of supply for their lands. 

Lands developed along Bear Creek for agricultural, industrial, commercial 
and residential purposes are subject to flooding almost every winter. This flood 
damage would be substantially reduced as a result of enlarging the existing 
Emigrant Reservoir as part of the proposed plan. Hydroelectric power and 
energy that would be made available would provide a modest but valuable addi- 
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tion to help serve the anticipated power requirements of the area. The present 
plan calls for the development of 10,000 kilowatts of nominal prime power by 
integration of the proposed powerplant with other systems in the area. Studies 
are now under way to increase this capacity to 16,000 kilowatts and a supple- 
mental report on this will be made available in the near future. 

The works to be constructed under the plan set forth in the attached report 
would constitute primarily an extension to the works of the Talent Irrigation 
District. Existing facilities of this district would be used to as great an extent 
as possible and enlarged as required. Eroigrant Reservoir would be increased 
in size from 8,300 to 45,000 acre-feet capacity, as would the lengths and capaci- 
ties of the existing major canals and laterals. Hyatt Prairie Reservoir would 
be utilized at its present size. Major new water collection facilities would 
consist of Howard Prairie Dam and Reservoir, 60,500 acre-feet capacity, a 
system of collection canals for diverting and conveying water from the Little 
Butte Creek watershed into Howard Prairie Reservoir, and the Howard Prairie 
delivery canal and tunnel for conveying the reservoir water and other flows 
of Beaver and Jenny Creeks, of the upper Klamath River watershed, across 
the Cascade Divide into Bear Creek. This canal and tunnel would also convey 
Hyatt Prairie Reservoir water. In dropping from the Cascade Divide to the 
enlarged Emigrant Reservoir, where it would be reregulated, the water would 
pass through the proposed Green Springs powerplant. 

The proposed plan will require transbasin diversion of water to be success- 
ful. Studies indicate that the required supply is available and there would 
be no apparent conflict with existing rights. The State engineer of Oregon has 
expressed his approval of the proposed use of water as set forth in the planning 
report. The local residents have also recognized the value of this proposed 
development, and there is, we understand, concerted local agreement in favor 
of early construction. 

The estimated cost of the development based on January 1953 prices is 
$19,894,000. Annual operation, maintenance, and replacement costs would 
amount to $150,500. The estimated annual benefits from the development con- 
templated by S. 3134 exceed its estimated annual costs by the ratio of 1.3: 1.0. 

Present plans include but a very small abount ($10,000) for fish and wild- 
life facilities. Studies will continue on fish and wildlife resources affected 
by this development. The National Park Service has concluded that recrea- 
tional development in the Talent division would not be of national significance. 
Our planning report, therefore, covers only construction of those minimum 
basic recreation facilities which are necessary to provide access, sanitation, 
and safety for immediate public use and for protection of the area. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there would be no objection to 
the submission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
ORME LEwIs, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET, 
Washington, D. C., April 21, 1954. 
Hon. Huen BUTLER, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. CHAIRMAN: This is in reply to your letter of March 16, 
1954, requesting the views of the Bureau of the Budget on S. 3124, a bill to 
authorize the Secretary of the Interior to construct, operate, and maintain the 
Talent division of the Rogue River Basin reclamation project, Oregon. 

The Secretary of the Interior has not submitted his findings on this project 
and we have not received information regarding the engineering and economic 
feasibility of the project, detailed estimates of cost and benefits, and sufficient 
other pertinent information necessary for a complete understanding of the justi- 
fication and necessity for the work. 

In the absence of such a report from the Secretary of the Interior and the 
views of the other interested Federal agencies and the affected States, the Bureau 
of the Budget is not in a position to make a satisfactory evaluation of the project 
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at this time. Therefore, we recommend that the committee take no action on 
S. 1941 until a project report has been submitted to the committee under the 
established procedures. 
Sincerely yours, 
DonaLD R. BELCHER, Assistant Director. 

Senator Corvon. We have as a witness this morning, Mr. Harold 
T. Nelson, who is the reclamation engineer from the Northwest region, 
with headquarters in Boise, Idaho. “We will have sundry representa- 
tives from the area and other representatives of the Department of 
the Interior. 

It is the Chair’s understanding that the Bureau of Reclamation has 
proceeded in this manner under the general reclamation laws, but 
with particular reference to the 1939 act. 

The Talent Irrigation District, which will be indicated presently 
on the map, which is now a district in existence, has had water from 
other sources that people in the area had worked out themselves. 

There is, however, a considerable area of land which has never had 
the benefit of water and which is susceptible of irrigation and of pro- 
duction of crops in adequate amount to authorize the irrigation. 

The Department of the Interior has made a study of the situation 
with respect to the Talent area and the potentialities for additional 
water. 

My understanding is that the study went beyond the Talent area 
and has ine luded certain supplement al works which would add to the 
value of the major and initial primary project and would :Jso be of 
great valne to the economy of the area. 

Now, we have Mr. Nelson present. I would be glad to hear from 
you, Mr. Nelson, with respect to the overall matter and particularly 
the conclusions reached by the department. 


STATEMENT OF HAROLD T. NELSON, REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF 
REGION I, BUREAU OF RECLAMATION, BOISE, IDAHO 


Mr. Netson. My name is H. T. Nelson, regional director, region 1, 
Bureau of Reclamation, from Boise, Idaho. 

Our office has had the jurisdiction for the preparation of the feasi- 
bility report on the Talent division of the Rogue River Basin project. 
The feasibility report was completed and circulated initially in July 
1953 for review and comment, was revised and released in December 
1953, and, after review by the Commissioner of Reclamation and the 
Department of the Interior was approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior on April 1 of this year. 

The report has been circulated to other agencies concerned for 
review and comment in accordance with the provisions of the Flood 
Control Act of 1944. 

The Department has transmitted to the Congress its report on this 
roject to which is appended the comments ‘of the Bureau of the 
3udget. 

A word on the loeation of the Talent division. The Talent division 
is located in the Rogue River drainage basin in an area known as the 
Bear Creek Valley in the southeast part of Jackson County, Oreg. The 
project acquires the name from a town within the area. 

The Talent division is an integral part of the Rogue River Basin 
project upon which the Bureau of Reclamation completed a report in 
1950. 
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This basin report has not been released because it was necessary 
to complete other work by other agencies elsewhere in the basin. 

However, there are elements of the Rogue River Basin project 
that will be a part of any ultimate plan that are noncontroversial 
and the Talent division is one of these. 

Because of the urgency for the Talent division works and the neces- 
sity for say supplemental water to this area, work has been 
onpenrine to bring the Talent division to completion. 

eferring to the large detailed map, it will be noted that the area 
encompassed by the Rogue River Valley District, the Medford Irriga- 
tion District, and the Talent Irrigation District is illustrated. The 
area in yellow and the works above Bear Creek are largely included 
in the Talent division report before you. 

There is, however, an intimate relationship among the districts as 
to the water supply and also as to effects of the proposed construc- 
tion contained in 8. 3134. 

It might be appropriate to remark about the historical background 
of the area. The oldest water filing in the State of Oregon, dated 1851, 
is contained within the boundaries of the Talent division district, 
which indicates that irrigation development started in that area by 
private enterprise over 100 years ago and although cooperative investi- 
gations by the Federal Government and the State, to which the dis- 
tricts contributed funds, go back to 1913, it is important to note that 
all the development to date has taken place entirely by private enter- 
prise augmented by some State and RFC loans. 

The Talent Irrigation District was organized in 1916 and started 
out by developing storage in Hyatt Prairie Reservoir and Emigrant 
Reservoir, which together with some small diversions from several 
other streams, was barely adequate to provide water supplies to irri- 
gate 10,000 acres, with some shortages. 

There are only about 60,000 acres irrigated in the entire Rogue River 
Basin. 

There has been a rapid increase in population in the project area 
which has resulted not only in a subdivision of the dry-farming areas, 
which has affected adversely the economy of the area, but also has 
resulted in a subdivision of the irrigated farms which has increased 
the difficulties of spreading the existing water supply, and has short- 
ened the supply because of the resultant increased requirement. 

Then, too, the existing irrigated areas have always been short. 
About half the time they have not had an adequate supply of water. 

Over and above that, of course, there is the opportunity of serving 
new land as was mentioned by the chairman. 

It might be appropriate now briefly to present a summary of the 
project plan. The project proposes the collection, and storage of 
the remaining water that is reasonably possible of transfer to the 
Bear Creek Valley. 

In order to explain that I will now refer very briefly to the ma 
before you, Mr. Chairman. A system of collection canals which is 
unique in itself, plus construction of additional storage will be used 
to bring all of the remaining water that can be picked up to the valley. 

This will amount to a complete development of the remaining water 
resources of the Bear Creek Valley. 

The existing reservoir built by the Talent District, the Emigrant 
Reservoir, will be enlarged from 8,000 acre-feet to 45,000 acre-feet. 
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A new storage reservoir will be built at the Howard Prairie site, of 
60,000 acre-feet capacity. 

The existing Hyatt Prairie Reservoir, which was built and is oper- 
ated by the Talent Irrigation District, will be used as is, that is, the 
existing 16,000 acre-feet of capacity. So it should be pointed out, to 
the maximum extent possible, existing facilities that have already 
been built and financed will be used. 

Now, to accomplish this plan it will also be necessary to build col- 
lection canals to tap available water for which filings have previously 
been made on Little Butte Creek, and several other small tributaries 
to Rogue and Klamath Rivers. This water will be picked up in the 
Rogue River drainage, carried across the Cascade Divide, and will 
terminate in Howard Prairie Reservoir, which is in the Klamath river 
drainage. 

The Howard Prairie Canal will take water out of Howard Prairie 
Reservoir and will pick up additional water from small creeks on the 
way and will recross the Divide, across Keene Creek. 

There is opportunity there to utilize a 1,775-foot power drop in 
delivering that water back down to Bear Creek. 

Senator Corvon. What kind of drop? 

Mr. Netson. Seventeen hundred seventy-five feet of vertical dro 
or head. The water must be dropped down to get into Bear Creek 
for irrigation use. 

As long as you have that flow and those physical conditions it is 
perfectly logical to utilize that power head. That water will be rereg- 
ulated in the enlarged Emigrant Reservoir, which will be increased 
from an existing capacity of 8,300 acre-feet to 45,000 acre-feet. 

An interesting feature of that, Mr. Chairman, will be that the arch 
dam will be used as a cutoff wall for an earth dam about 185 feet high 
which will be constructed at the same site, and the arch dam will be 
used as a cutoff. 

Right there I should emphasize the advantage, the physical advan- 
tage, that exists for this powerplant. The opportunity exists for re- 
leasing storage through the powerplant which is between two reser- 
voirs and for restoring the powerplant releases for reregulating in the 
irrigation reservoir below. 

The plant originally designed was a 10,000 kilowatt base load plant 
und based entirely on an operational study of the Columbia River 
power system, which meant that during the storage drawdown season 
of the Columbia River this plant would be operated and during the 
periods of excess Columbia River flows from April to August each 
year it would operate at greatly reduced capacity 

We have since, however, looked into the ossibility of using this 
plant as a peaking plant in consideration of the power situation in the 
immediate area. Studies have been started on a 16,000-kilowatt peak- 
ing plant in lieu of the 10,000-kilowatt base load plant. 

Senator Corpon. Have those studies gone forward enough so that 
you have any tentative conclusions with respect to what can be done? 

Mr. Newson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Corpon. Could you give us just a thumbnail picture of 
your tentative conclusions as they might affect this overall project? 

Mr. Nexson. Yes, sir. 

The 16,000-kilowatt peaking plant will very greatly improve the 
serviceability of that plant to the power supply of the immediate areas. 
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It will increase the benefit-cost ratio of the entire project from one 
1.3 to 1.5. It will reduce the cost that the irrigator would need to 
repay, that is, the allocation to irrigation, about $2 million from some- 
thing like $12 million to $10 million. 

However, the cost of the power installation will be increased by 
$1,170,000, because, of course, the 16,000-kilowatt plant is more expen- 
sive than the 10,000 kilowatt plant. 

The payout period, however, for the entire project would be short- 
ened from an indicated or estimated 68 years to 60 years. 

Senator Corpon. Now, you mentioned, Mr. Nelson, that the original 
basin plan contemplated that power developed at this site should be 
developed only during the very low water period in the Columbia 
River. This new idea would be that of a peaking project for other 
base power developed in the area. 

It 1s a fact, is it not, that the utility serving this area has lines con- 
nected with the whole Bonneville circuit and that any additional 
power here would still be reflected in the overall Northwest pool 
operation ? 

Mr. Newson. Yes, sir. 

We have concluded furthermore that the advantage to the immedi- 
ate area of having that peaking available right there at the load center 
far exceeds the minor contribution that that energy could make to the 
entire Columbia River system. 

Senator Corpon. Let me interrupt you again. As a matter of fact, 
where you followed the original plan your power would be introduced 
into this same grid system at the same point and so far as you can 
identify power from a given generator it would stiil be used in the 
immediate area ? 

Mr. Netson. That is right. 

One important point that I did not mention is that of course peak- 
ing power is far more valuable than the so-called nominal prime 
energy. So that is where the increased revenues to the project are 
obtained. 

As a matter of fact, the increase is on the order of $128,000 a year 
additional by virtue of changing the kind of energy we get, using the 
same water and the same drop. 

Now, from this point on down the project works will consist largely 
of enlarging the Ashland lateral, extending it to a new divergent 
point and also enlarging what is called the east lateral, which now 
takes out of Emigrant Reservoir and extending both the east and the 
lower east laterals. Finally, extending the west lateral and enlarging 
the Phoenix lateral, which will be a vehicle whereby 9,000 acre-feet of 
the new supply created by this project will be made available to aug- 
ment the supply for the Medford area and the Rogue River Valley 
districts, which are desperately in need of supplemental water also. 

Senator Corpon. So that the net result will be a benefit to existing 
areas, the irrigation of which goes back farther than a hundred years / 

Mr. Netson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Corpvon. To the highly developed agricultural areas in the 
heart of the valley in 3 irrigation districts rather than in 1? 

Mr. Netson. Yes, sir. 

I believe that is a general presentation of the project works. 

Mr. McAllister will be in a position to fill in any details. 
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It probably would be well to mention some of the financial aspects 
and repayment aspects of this project. 

The total acreage that will be benefited by the project is 17,890, of 
which 8,640 are now dry and will be developed for the first time, and 
9,250 acres are now irrigated, but inadequately, and will receive a full 
supply. 

In addition to that, there will be the 9,000 acre-feet delivered to the 
2 lower districts and finally the construction of either the 10,000 or 
the 16,000 kilowatt powerplant in between the 2 reservoirs. 

The total estimated cost at January 1953 prices, and that is for the 
plan contained in our report which at the present consists of the 
10,000-kilowatt plant, will be $19,894,000. 

If the 16,000-kilowatt plant is authorized, the total cost will be 
$21,065,000. Of this amount, $595,000 is allocated to flood control 
by virtue of the control from the enlarged Emigrant Reservoir which 
will control flooding along Bear Creek, in the vicinity of Ashland on 
down. 

Those benefits have been evaluated by the Army engineers, and are 
considered to be nonreimbursable ; $12,440,000 of that cost is allocated 
to irrigation and would be reimbursable by the water users. 

Six million eight hundred and fifty-nine thousand dollars is allocated 
to power and would be completely repaid with interest at 214 percent 
In 00 years. 

To illustrate how those allocations change for the 16,000-kilowatt 
powerplant, the irrigation allocation would drop from $12,440,000 to 
$10,500,000. 

The power allocation would go up from $6,859,000 to approximately 
$10,100,000. 

The flood-control allocation would drop from $595,000 to Ap 

The water users would be able to pay approximately $5,592,000, « 
half of the irrigation allocation in 50 years. 

If net power revenues are applied to the irrigation allocation after 
the vear 1950, under the 10,000-kilowatt plan an additional 18 years 
would be required to seek your full payout. 

If the 16,000-kilowatt plant is authorized, it is estimated that only 
an additional 10 years will be required, 60 years in place of 68 years. 

The benefit-cost ratio under the first plan would be 1.3 to 1; under 
the second, 1.5 to 1, on a 100-year basis. 

Senator Corpon. Let me make inquiry a little further with respect 
to the second hydroelectric study. Would it be correct to say that 
your study has reached the point where you are certain that, one, such 
an addition can be made; that is, it is feasible engineeringwise ? 

Mr. Netson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Corpon. And, two, that the added power in this new form 
of peaking power has a market in the areas so that there is no market 
question involved ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Netson. Yes, sir; there isa local market. 

Senator Corpon. Then, is it correct to say that the complete report 
on the subject matter would have rather to do with the technical aspects 
of the construction rather than the economies of it ? 

Mr. Netson. Yes, sir. The complete report might, after checking 
in the chief engineer’s office a little further and the : Washington office, 
change some of the individual aspects and may make a small change 
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in cost. But I am confident that it would not alter the overall feasi- 
bility or the market-ability or the desirability of the plan. 

Senator Corvon. Thank you, sir. You may proceed. 

Mr. Neuson. A word about the land, 17,890 acres—8,040 acres, or 
almost half are class 1, the very best, and 6,740 are class 2. 

So the bulk of the lands is very good, 

Water rights for the division are well defined. Filings have previ- 
ously been made. 

C ontinuing on water rights, the State engineer of Oregon has ap- 
‘sap the proposed transfer of water and no cbienti n has been voice ed 

vy the State of California. I believe that the State engineer of Oregon 
is here and will discuss that in more detail. 

Going back now to the financial analysis, the California~-Oregon 
Power Co., which is the local utility operating in the area, has in- 
formally offered to purchase the output of the Green Springs power- 
plant. The original offer for the 10,000-kilowatt plant would yield 
annual power revenues of $323,000 a year which would pay the power 
investment In 50 years at 214 percent. 

Taking off the cost of operation and maintenance and replacement, 
it would leave a net of $260,000 available after the powerplant is paid 
out to pay off the balance of the irrigation allocation. 

As I mentioned before, the irrigators can pay $199,000 a year and 
after deducting their operation and maintenance cost there will be 
$114,000 a year. Those 2 together yield an annual revenue of $375,000 
and this would require 18 years for the 10,000 kilowatt plant to pay off 
the project. 

Now, with the 16,000-kilowatt plant the estimated power revenues 
would go up to $452,000. 

Taking off the operational cost of $69,000 and replacement, it leaves 
an estimated $383,000. This, plus the same water users’ repayment of 
$114,000 would yield about $497,000 which would retire all unpaid 
costs in about 10 years. 

Senator Corvon. Mr. Nelson, have you had the value of the power 
estimated by experts in the field of electric power 

First, taking it under the first plan and thereafter as peaking power, 
have you had “that value estimated by experts in the field of electric 
power so as to determine the reasonableness of the offers that have been 
made to purchase ? 

Mr. Netson. Yes, sir; our people have. We have had the advice of 
the Bonneville Power Administration and also, of course, we have con- 
sulted with the utility in the area. 

Senator Corvon. Now, the soundness of this whole project would 
depend on the certainty of that power sale; is that not ght? 

Mr. Netson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Corpon. Therefore, a firm contract for the purchase of the 
power is one of the essentials in the economics of the whole plan ? 

Mr. Netson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Corpon. You may proceed. 

Mr. Netson. That completes my general review of the project works, 
Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Corpon. Now, Mr. Nelson, you mentioned that perhaps 
Mr. McAllister had something to present, and possibly Mr. Stricklin, 
the State engineer. As long as you have presented the case this far, 
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I suggest that you state which one you prefer to have come forward 
to make a proper continuity and we will have that done. 

Mr. Netson. Completing the bureau’s presentation first, Mr. 
McAllister, have you any other details I may have overlooked ‘ 


STATEMENT OF LEE McALLISTER, PROJECT DEVELOPMENT ENGI- 
NEER, LOWER COLUMBIA DEVELOPMENT AREA, SALEM, OREG. 


Mr. McAuuisrer. Perhaps the only thing I would like to furnish 
would be if you wi anted to go into det: uil. I think Mr. Nelson has 
covered the general plan. 

Now, if there are any details on the construction, or anything of 
that kind, I shall be happy to explain those. 

Senator Corpon. There is one question in my mind. Under the 
Flood Control Act there is a requirement for a report from the gov- 
ernors of the several States and so on. I believe Mr. Nelson said that 
while there is no objection that has been voiced from California, there 
is no statement that there was approval from California. And inas- 
much as I understand that the project here, while within the State 
of Oregon, is nevertheless on the California drainage side, as you 
understand the law, and as it has been applied, and ‘this is directed 
as well to you, Mr. Nelson, is there any requirement that the matter 
be taken up with the State of California ? 

Mr. Nevson. I believe the matter has been taken up with the State 
of California by submittal of the proposed plan as contained in our 
report to the Governor of the State. 

Senator Corpon. In any event, that has been done ? 

Mr. Netson. That has been done. 

Senator Corpon. Has there been any report from the Governor? 

Mr. Netson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Corpon. So that that is favorable, too? 

Mr. Netson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Corvon. In any event the water that will be transferred 
across the divide is water that originates drainagewise on the western 
side of the Cascades and would drain down through the Rogue River 
drainage system ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Netson. A small amount is picked up in the Klamath drainage, 
but it is so small in comparison to the total flow of the Klamath River 
that it is a minor amount. 

Mr. McAutuister. I will give you the figures on that. 

The entire drainage area of Jenny C reek is 212 square miles. Now 

yart of that is in California and part of that is in Oregon. But in 
Or regon there is 155 square miles. 

The water that we intercept from this delivery canal only amounts 
to water from 52 square miles. 

So when we presented that to the State of California that seemed 
to be sufficient. That is how we got the clearance. 

Mr. Netson. Perhaps I should read into the record the comment 
made by the director of public works of the State of California. He 
states in his letter to the Secretary : 


The division of water resources is of the opinion that diversion of the fore- 
going amounts of water— 


that would be 13,000 acre-feet a year— 
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at the times it would be available would not be detrimental to water users and 
development in California and recommends that no objection be made by the 
State of California to the construction of the project proposed in your report of 
the Talent Division. 

Senator Corvon. How much added or new water would be delivered 
to and from the new Emigrant Reservoir. 

Mr. McAuuistrer. Actually, we weuld deliver from new water about 
45,000 acre-feet a year. 

Senator Corvon. All of that would originate on what vou might 
term the Oregon side of the divide, except that very small amount 
in the Jenny Creek Drainage District ? 

Mr. McAtuisrer. That is right. 

Senator Corpnon. And comparably that does not represent an 
amount equal to the proportionate part of the drainage system that 
is in the State or Oregon ? 

Mr. McAuuister. No, sir. 

Senator Corpon. Thank you very much. 

Is there any other matter, Mr. McAllister? 

Mr. McAtuisrer. Not unless the committee would like to go into 
more detail on the physical works. 

Senator Corpon. Unless some matter comes up, I am «afraid we 
would not add too much to the record. It has always been my experi- 
ence that to read a record without having in front of you the map 
and an explanation, we would be more confused than enlightened. 

A member of the staff, Mr. Elmer Nelson, suggests it might be well 
to let the record indicate something of the construction period that 
would be involved from the beginning to the end of the construction, 
having in mind the two plans with respect to the power aspects of it. 

Mr. McA.isrer. 6 years is the beginning to the end of the construc- 
tion period. The reason for that is that a lot of the construction, of 
course, must go forward while they are still irrigating these three 
projects, so much of the work would be carried on during the off 
irrigation season. 

So we have contemplated 6 years for construction. 

Senator Cornon. Now, Mr. Nelson, when might we expect a com- 
pleted job on the second electrical alternative? I mean a completed 
report. 

Mr. Netson. The field draft is prepared now. We had hoped to 
process that and have it available to the Commissioner inside of 60 
days. Then allowing time for review in that office and the 90 days 
that would be required for circulation to other agencies, it would 
appear that we would be thrown into the next fiscal year, probably 
next fall. 

Senator Corvon. If your report be favorable and be substantially as 
you have indicated your tentative conclusions to be, could the project, 
tie acing the second alternative in that field, be completed in 6 years. 

Mr. Netson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Cornon. Unless there is something, Mr. Nelson, that occurs 
to you in addition to this generalized explanation that would be help- 
ful in the record, it is not my thought that we add anything to the 
record by going into the minutia of the other construction details. 

In the first place, the chairman would not understand it, and if 
he would not understand it sitting here where he could ask questions, 
T doubt that someone reading the record would. 


49685—54—_3 
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What else do we have ? 

Mr. Nexson. There are the representatives, of course, of the irriga 
tion districts, and Mr. Stricklin, State engineer of Oregon. 

Senator Corpon. Certainly, Mr. Stricklin. I have been looking at 
him. 

Mr. Stricklin, would you come forward please. 


STATMENT OF CHARLES E. STRICKLIN, STATE ENGINEER FOR THE 
STATE OF OREGON 


Mr. Srrickiin. Mr. Chairman, as has been stated, my name is 
Charles E. Stric Klin. I reside in Salem, Oreg. I hold the position 
of State engineer, which office I have held since Octobe 2, 1930. 

The duties of a State engineer as they relate directly or indirectly 
to the Talent project, may be classified in four divisions : that of deter- 
mining the relative rights to the use of waters, which rights were 
initiated prior to February 24, 1909, which was the effective date of 
our State water code. 

Prior to that time there were no provisions for the recording of 
water rights. The 1909 water code set up a definite procedure for 
determination and making of record those rights which were initiated 
prior to the aforesaid date. 

The second division is that of initiating and perfecting of rights 
to the use of waters for irrigation initiated under the 1909 water code. 

The third division is that of general supervision over the distribu- 
tion of waters and distributing the same in accordance with the rela- 
tive rights to the use of waters as determined by our courts, the find- 
ings of the State engineer or by rights initiated under the provisions 
of the 1909 water code. 

The fourth provision is that of approval of plans and specifications 
of the construction of irrigation works where the works are con- 
structed by irrigation districts. 

As State engineer I have been working with the Talent, Medford, 
and Rogue River Valley Irrigation Districts for many years and am 
familiar with conditions in those districts, the need for additional 
water and so forth. 

The subject which has been assigned to me is that of water rights, 
of rights to the use of water by the Talent Irrigation District. 

I have not prepared a detailed statement as to these for the reason 
that the information is set forth in detail in the Bureau of Reclama- 
tion’s report. 

The rights as defined and set forth in the Bureau’s report have 
been carefully checked and I have found them correct. 

As has been stated by the previous speaker, the first investigation 
of the Rogue River project was made in the year 1913-14 by the 
State of Oregon in cooperation with the Bureau of Reclamation. At 
that time the waters which are to be brought across from the Jenny 
Creek tributaries to the Klamath River were withdrawn from appro- 
priation and have been held from appropriation since that date for 
the use of the irrigation of lands in the Rogue River project. 

There exists no conflict between the rights to the use of water as 
proposed in the project. 

I have taken it up with Mr. Edmonston, State engineer of Califor- 
nia, who holds a position similar to mine in Oregon, and the approval 
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which Mr. Nelson read is the result of our conference in this matter. 
It only represents a very, very small portion of the waters of the 
Klamath River. 

There exists no conflict between any rights to the use of waters ini- 
tiated by the Bureau of Reclamation for the irrigation of land and 
what is known as the Klamath project in Oregon and California. 

I might add for the purpose of the record that Governor Patterson, 
the Governor of Oregon, is very familiar with this proposed develop- 
ment, is aware of its needs, he has approved this project and on behalf 
of Governor Patterson and I as State engineer, it is respectfully urged 
that Senate bill 3134 be approved by this committee and the project 
authorized by Congress. 

I do not believe that I have anything further to say. 

Senator Corvon. Mr. Nelson, please answer me this: Is that the 
Cascades, the Continental Divide, or is it the Siskiyou Divide? 

Mr. Netson. I call it the Cascade Divide. 

Mr. McAuuister. The Siskiyou Divide. 

Senator Corvon. My memory would tell me somewhere in this area 
the Cascade Divide would come along down here. 

Mr. McAuuisrer. No; the California Cascades come down almost 
down tothat end. The Siskiyous come almost to Ashland. 

I reckon after they leave Oregon the Cascades become the Sierras. 

Mr. Victor Boehl is here. Victor Boehl is a very valued citizen of 
southwestern Oregon. He is himself an irrigation farmer in the 
Rogue River Valley and has been interested in irrigation matters for 
many years and particularly with respect to this problem, which is a 
critical problem today to thousands of people in southwestern Oregon. 

Perhaps, Mr. Boehl, if you would give us an outline of the history 
of irrigation in southwestern Oregon, which you know so well, and 
bring us up to date with a little thumbnail picture, I think it would 
be helpful for the record and certainly for the committee that will 
have to consider this matter. 

Senator Warxrns. I would appreciate also if you would outline 
where these streams are and whether any of them drain in California 
and so on. I have been up in the general area, but it has been a num- 
ber of years and I do not remember too well. 

Senator Corpon. The Senator was unable to be here at the begin- 
ning. 

Mr. Nelson, would you please step to the map and indicate in a 
few words the basic factors involved in this plan, with particular 
respect to the drainage in California ? 

Mr. Netson. Yes, sir. I pointed out at the start that there are 
three irrigation districts involved. They are the Rogue River Val- 
ley Irrigation District, the Medford Irrigation District, and the Tal- 
ent. Irrigation District. 

The works proposed in the Talent division are essentially a utiliza- 
tion of the existing works of the Talent district, plus an enlargement 
and an increase in storage which will add some 8,000 acres of new 
land in the Talent district and bring a full supply, some 9,600 acres 
which are now inadequately watered, in the Talent division district. 

And in addition to that, furnish 9,000 acre-feet which will be re- 
leased and down Bear Creek and then picked up in the laterals of 
the two districts down below. 
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Now, to accomplish this it amounts to a gathering up of all remain- 
ing water that is available to the area. 

Senator Warkrins. What is the source of your water supply? 

Mr. Netson. The source of the water supply will be the head- 
waters of the South Fork of Little Butte Creek which drains into the 
Rogue River, plus some Klamath drainage water. 

Senator Warkrins. Will you bring me up to date on the geog- 
raphy? Does that drain into the Pac ‘ific 2 

Mr. Netson. Yes, sir; that drains into the Rogue River. 

Senator Warxrns. And the Rogue River dumps into the Pacific? 

Mr. Netson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Corvon. The whole drainage area is entirely in Oregon. 

Mr. Netson. Then that water is picked up on the Oregon side of 
the divide. It is carried across the divide because it is relatively flat 
on the top of the divide, there is a good reservoir site on the Klamath 
drainage side. That water is all Oregon water from the Rogue River 
drainage basin delivered into the proposed Howard Prairie Reser- 
voir. 

However, the canal leading out of the Howard Prairie Reser- 
voir would intercept some small creeks on the headwaters of the Kla- 
math River Basin and will pick up about 13,000 acre-feet of Klamath 
River Basin water—during, however, the spring flood runoff. 

Senator Warkrins. Does that drain under ordinary circumstances 
into the Shasta Dam ? 

Senator Corpon. The Klamath area originating up in the area 
where we held the hearing for the Indians in Oregon, flows westerly, 
slightly southerly into California, and finally into the Pacific Ocean, 
but is in the drainage entirely separate from the Sacramento drain- 
age in the south on which you have the Shasta Dam. 

Mr. Netson. This water originated in Oregon plus what is picked 
up on these minor headwater streams, Little Jenny Creek, and so on, 
and recrosses the divide back into the bear Creek drainage. It was 
pointed out by the State engineer and by the comments we had from 
the State of California that no objection was voiced to the Talent 
division plan; first, because the amount is minor, and, secondly, be- 
cause of the time of year that it is collected. 

At that time of the year the Klamath River has a large flood runoff. 

Senator Corvon. The boundary line between the States of Oregon 
and California would be at some point below the lower edge of that 
map and run east and west. All of the area on the map, including the 
vast area east of the map, is all in the State of Oregon, and the ‘only 
drainage involved here is a little creek known as Jenny Creek, which 
rises and has most of its flow or iginating in Oregon, but which finally 
oe into the Klamath River and empties into the ocean in northern 

California. 

Mr. Netson. I should point out that this practice has been followed 
in previous years by the existing districts. The Hyatt Prairie Reser- 
voir is on the Klamath River side. It was built by the Talent district, 
financed by them, has a capacity of 16,000 acre-feet and that water 
is collected on the Klamath River side. 

The new 60,000 acre-foot Howard Pr rairie Reservoir will be used 
and finally the Emigrant Reservoir, which is the existing reservoir, 
built by the Talent division, 8,000-feet capacity, will be enlarged to 
45,000 acre-feet. 
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Senator Warxkrns. Has there been a reclamation project there be- 
fore? 

Mr. Netson. No, sir; it has all been built by private enterprise. 
This is the first request for a Federally financed and constructed 
project. 

Senator Corvon. Incidentally, Senator, I was advised for the first 
time here—I did not know about it—within the area here is the first 
reclamation project in Oregon and I suspect one of the first in the 
West, in 1851. 

Mr. Netson. I think Utah claims one in 1847. 

This reservoir would be enlarged from 8,000 acre-feet to 45,000 acre- 
feet as mentioned earlier. 

There will be a powerplant with « 1,700-foot plus power drop be- 
tween the 2 reservoirs, that is the Howard Prairie and the Emigrant. 
It is a wonderful opportunity to develop that power drop by reregulat- 
ing normal irrigation releases. 

Those are the elements of the project plan. 

Senator Corpon. All right, Mr. Boehl. 





STATEMENT OF VICTOR BOEHL, GRANTS PASS, OREG., PRESIDENT 
OF THE ROGUE VALLEY IRRIGATION ASSOCIATION 


Mr. Borut. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name 
is Victor Boehl. I live at Grants Pass, Oreg., and have operated an 
irrigated farm there since 1932. 

As president of the Rogue Valley Irrigation Association, I repre- 
sent the eight organized irrigation districts in the Basin, as well as the 
irrigation committees in proposed new irrigated areas and many other 
interested individuals and organizations. 

I have taken an active interest in the development of the resources 
of the area there since 1938, and have a brief statement that I would 
like to read into the record on the history of the activities there to se- 
cure development of those resources. 

The agricultural land in the Rogue Basin lies mostly within Jack- 
son and Josephine Counties in southern Oregon. The climate is mod- 
erate and suitable for the production of many basic and specialty crops, 
but because of lack of rainfall during the summer months an ample 
supply of water for irrigation is necessary. 

?reliminary project studies were initiated in the Rogue River Valley 
in 1938 after financial contributions by the Medford and Rogue River 
Valley Irrigation Districts, and in the following year the Oregon 
State Legislature, at the request of the residents of the valley, appro- 
priated Fonte to supplement contributions by Jackson and Teupbias 
Counties and requested a study of irrigation and multiple purpose 
developments in the Rogue Basin. 

The Bureau of Reclamation then proceeded with the investigation of 
potential development and on March 5, 1948, a report was issued en- 
titled “Alternative Plans for the Development of the Water Resources 
of the Rogue River Basin, Oreg.” 

In June 1948 a hearing was held at Medford, Oreg., at which time 
testimony was recorded as to the views of the various individuals and 
organizations interested in the development plan. 

n the fall of 1948, as a result of the hearings held in June, the Bu- 
reau of Reclamation announced that the digest of testimony indicated 
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an overwhelming majority of the farmers, irrigationists and business 
organizations to be in favor of plan A, as described in the report en- 
titled “Alternative Plans for the Development of the Water Re- 
sources of the Rogue River Basin, Oreg.” 

Opposing plan A were the State game commission, the Izaak Walton 
League of America, and the Oregon chapter of the league, together 
with all of the active local ch: apters of the league in the region. 

Sportsmen’s organizations throughout the ‘Nation have made their 
opposition known to the Fish and Wildlife Service and to the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

Senator Warkins. Would you mind explaining what the difficulty 
was there ? 

Mr. Boru. Because of the objection by the sportsmen’s organiza 
tions, was principally because of a proposed high dam on the Rogue 
just below the mouth of Big Butte Creek. 

They contended it would harm the salmon-spawning beds. 

An organization representing individuals and organizations favor 
able to plan A in the Rogue River Valley was organized under the 
name of the Rogue V alley Irrigation Association. This association 
then made every effort within its | power to enlist support of the Oregon 
congressional delegation, the governor, and all agencies affected in ‘the 
Department of the Interior to the end that plan A would be approved 
by the Secretary of the Interior. 

In recognition of the fact that the sportsmen’s organizations and 
other recreational groups in the Rogue River Valley, the Nation and 
the immediate area vigorously opposed the approval of plan A, the 
Rogue Valley Irrigation Association in Janu: ary 1951 asked the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to consider the approval of the noncontroversial 
units of the overall plan A. 

This move was opposed by the sportsmen’s and recreational organi- 
zations for the reason that it was considered to be an opening wedge 
for the final approval of the overall plan. 

Because of these conditions, it was impossible to obtain the support 
of the sportsmen’s and recreational or ganizat ions. 

Senator Warxrns. Were these sportsmen’s organizations in your 
own area? 

Mr. Borut. They were, yes. In the case of the Izaac Walton League 
and the Wildlife Federation they had local organizations which en- 
listed the support of all their other organizations throughout the 
country. 

Because of the critical water situation facing the Rogue River 
Valley, the need for the immediate rehabilitation of the existing dis- 
tricts, the increase in water users due to subdividing larger irrigated 
areas, together with abnormal influx of population in the Rogue River 
Basin, the Rogue Valley Irrigation Association passed a resolution on 
September 5, 1951, withdrawing its support for plan A or any plan 
having to do with the construction of high dams on the main channel 
of the Rogue River unless such dams were reasonably acceptable to the 
Oregon State Game Commission and the interested sportsmen’s and 
recreational organizations. 

It had now become evident that the several units to be developed 
within the basin must be considered as individual projects and each 
must meet the requirement of feasibility as such. 
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It was also essential that each unit conform to the overall plan so its 
construction would in on way interfere with the ultimate full develop- 
ment of the resources of the Rogue Basin. 

The association therefore offered in lieu of plan A that the follow- 
ing units be given prior consideration: The construction of a 55,000 
acre-feet reservoir at Howard Prairie to the present Emigrant Reser- 
voir, and construction of the tunnel and canal from Howard Prairie 
to the Emigrant Reservoir; the enlargement of the Emigrant Reser- 
voir from its present capacity of 8,000 acre-feet to 45,000 acre-feet to 
provide a net increase of 38,000 acre-feet of water to be distributed in 
the Bear Creek Drainage as supplemental water to tne Medford, Tal- 
ent, and Rogue River Irrigation Districts, the balance to be used in 
the irrigation of new land at the higher elevations in the Bear Creek 
Drain: 1ge—because of the increase in water input at higher elevations, 
water tables in the lower elevation would be increased to provide for 
an additional amount of sump pumping to provide low cost irrigation 
to the lands not covered through present and proposed irrigation 
canals. 

The report on this unit is now being presented to you as the Talent 
division, Rogue River Basin project, Oregon. 

The impounding of water on the tributaries of the Illinois River is 
for the purpose of irrigating some 17,000 acres of new land in the 
[linois Valley and to supply supplemental water for 5,000 acres 
already under partial irrigation. The report of the Bureau of Re 
clamation on the Illinois Valley unit is now nearing completion. 

Requests were also made for rehabilitation of portions of the 
Grants Pass Irrigation District and the Eagle Point Irrigation Dis- 
trict. Assistance has been secured for these projects and chey are 
now nearing completion. 

The construction of a 10,000-kilowatt powerplant using the water 
transferred from Howard Prairie to the Emigrant Reservoir, and the 
construction of a 25,000-kilowatt streamflow powerplant at Cascade 
Gorge, revenues from which, together with income from water users, 
will be sufficient to accomplish the projects listed above. 

Further investigation of the plant at Cascade Gorge has eliminated 
it as a feasible project at present. 

It is our opinion that construction of the Talent project in the near 
future is essential to the economic welfare of the Rogue River Basin. 
All of he controversy between sportsmen’s organizations and irriga- 
tionists has been eliminated, and the sportsmen and _ recreational 
groups are giving their wholehearted support to the Talent project. 

This statement is supported by the many resolutions from these 
groups presented in favor of the project. 

Senator Corpon. Mr. Boehl, A you know how long ago the Rogue 
River irrigation project was placed in operation ? 

Mr. Bornt. You mean the existing private districts? 

Senator Corpon. Yes. 

Mr. Bornt. Most of them were initiated back in the period shortly 
before 1920, 1921, I believe. 

Senator Corpon. That is true of the Medford district also? 

Mr. Bornt. Yes, if my recollection is correct, they were constructed 
about that same time. 
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Senator Corpon. What is the nature of the agriculture in the irri- 
gated area of Bear Creek Valley, or the Rogue ‘River Basin? 

Mr. Bornx. The principal crop in the Medford area is pears, fruit 
crops. They also have their pasturelands, dairying, and various small 
fruits, row ¢ ‘rops, and that type of thing. 

Senator Corpon. As you go down ‘the Bear Creek from Ashland, 
around Ashland there is a great deai of dairying and that sort of 
thing? 

Mr. Borun. That is correct. 

Senator Corvon. Also a great deal of horticultural crops ¢ 

Mr. Bornn. The heart of the valley is devoted to a great extent to 
the fruit crops. 

Senator Corvon. What has been the population of the area? Has 
it remained reasonably static, or has it increased ? 

Mr. Boru. It has increased r apidly, I will say, since the beginning 
of the last war and is continuing to increase. That means that the 
larger irrigation units are being subdivided and cut up, which requires 
a greater amount of water to supply the same amount of land. 

Senator Corpon. Isthat true of the three districts ? 

Mr. Born. Yes, sir. 

Senator Corpon. Now, with respect to the irrigation plants now in 
existence, I take it that they were constructed earlier in the history 
of the irrigation in the valley, too / 

Mr. Bornn. That is correct. That is early in the history of organ- 
ized irrigation districts. 

I believe the State irrigation law was enacted in 1916, which made 
possible the construction of these organized districts. 

Senator Corpon. What is the condition of all the laterals and what- 
ever work you have to impound water and so forth as to there being 
sufficient to maintain water in the area under present necessities ? 

Mr. Born. I will answer that this way: I do not operate in that 
immediate area. Mr. Hoffbuhr and Mr. Kent, of course, have the 
detailed information. 

IT do know from the general knowledge of the entire situation that 
the ditches and the structures are inadequate to carry the amount of 
water that is now required to supply that land. 

Of course, having been constructed back at that time, time has 
eroded the ditches and worn out and rotted out the structures to the 
point where we are desperately in need of rehabilitation. 

Senator Watkins. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Bornu. Lama farmer, a dirt farmer. 

Senator Corvon. But a good one. 

Senator Warxins. What kind of dirt farming do you do? 

Mr. Boru. At present I operate a dairy and a nursery business. 
T have through the years raised various seed crops, various food crops. 

Senator Warkrns. What is the duty of water in that area ? 

Mr. Boruu. There again. I will have to make a differential. In 
the area where I live—— 

Senator Watkins. Where is your home in reference to this project? 

Mr. Bornt. I live in Grants Pass down the river about 30 miles from 
Medford, in the same basin. 

We have a lighter soil in our area. Our water requirement is about 
4 acre-feet for the season, which is greater than the water requirement 
in the upper end of the basin. 
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We have a lighter soil. That is, the average is lighter soil down 
in my part of the basin, and my water requirement is a little greater. 
The water requirement is about 4 acre-feet. 

Senator Warkins. Will that grow fruit crops and ordinary dirt 
crops? 

Mr. Boent. Yes. I would say that is the maximum that is neces- 
sury down there to raise food crops. 

Senator Watkins. What kind of soil is it ? 

Mr. Born. It is mostly of granite formation, decomposed granite 
down in my area. 

Senator Warkrns. Well drained ! 

Mr. Born. Yes. 

Senator Warkrns. Is that where you grow fruit? 

Mr. Born. Most of the fruit, incidentally, is raised in the upper 
part of the basin in the heavier soil. 

Senator Corpon. His area raises quite a sizable amount of bulbs, 
flower bulbs, and that sort of thing. 

Mr. Bornt. That is correct. 

Senator Watkins. You weuld not be producing anything to put 
the Middle West out of business, would you? 

Mr. Boent. I would 

Senator Corpon. Not very much of the Middle West. 

Mr. Bornt. I do not think our principal crops, sir, are going to con- 
flict with the Middle West. 

Senator Warxkrns. I was hoping you would say that because some 
people contend we have enough now with our surpluses and we do not 
need any more. 

Mr. Bogut. We have an ideal area there for the production of fresh 
vegetables and that type of thing which do not conflict with much of 
anything east of the Cascades. 

Senator Watkins. Do you have markets or do you ship nationally ? 

Mr. Bornt. Up and down the coast, a large amount, of course, to 
California ; also to the Puget Sound area. 

Senator Corvon. Fruit is shipped all over the country. 

Senator Warkrns. It might compete with us a little bit, but we do 
not produce enough to bother with. 

Senator Corpon. You might compete a tiny bit. 

Mr. Boent. I have also here quite a few statements and resolutions 
in support of the Talent project, which are, most of them, bringing 
up to date former statements which they have made. 

Several of these are from organizations who have opposed the 
project in the past who are now in favor it. Five of these are 
from sportsmen’s organizations, the other 22 are from business and 
community organizations throughout the basin, many of them fra- 
ternal or semifraternal in nature who are in sympathy with the sports- 
men’s organizations. 

I would like to introduce them for the record. We will have copiees 
made and presented to the Secretary. 

Senator Corpon. Without objection those letters will be made a part 
of the record, together with certain telegrams and correspondence that 
have come to my office on the same subject. 
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(The letters and telegrams referred to follow :) 


Den Rio ORCHARDS, 
Medford, Oreg., June 14, 1954. 
Senator Guy CoRDON., 
United States Senate, Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Guy: Just a line to urge that you give every reasonable support and 
help with our Rogue River Basin irrigation project in Washington, hearing for 
which we understand takes place at an early date. We do hope and trust that 
we may have a favorable committee action on hearing as proposed in Senate bill 
No. 3134 and House bill No. 8383. 

Best wishes to you and yours and thanks. 

Very truly yours, 
H. 8S. DEUEL. 


Upper RoGuE GRANGE No, 825, 
JACKSON COUNTY, OREG., 
Trail, Oreg., May 6, 1954. 
The SECRETARY OF INTERIOR, 
Department of Interior, Washington 25, D.C. 

DeaR MR. SecreTARY: At the time that the Talent division, Rogue River 
project, Oregon, was first discussed, this Grange expressed its conditional ap- 
proval. A study of the latest report on the project indicates that the recom- 
mendations on the project are in line with what we expected at that time, and 
therefore, we are glad to confirm our approval. 

As your records will probably show, Upper Rogue Grange opposed the original 
Rogue River project (plans A or B) which included a high dam in the main 
stem of Rogue River, because we believed that the irreparable damage to the 
valley plus the cost would greatly exceed any benefits. We felt that much of the 
desired benefit could be obtained by upstream development and other means 
without causing such damage. 

We are glad to see that a favorable report on the Talent project bears out our 
contentions and we hope that this project will receive the approval of your 
office and of the Congress. 

Very truly yours, 
UprerR ROGUE GRANGE No. 825, 
By Mag C. Darroun, Secretary. 

The above letter was approved by vote of Upper Rogue Grange No. 825, 
Jackson County, Oreg., at regular meeting May 6, 1954. 

Ropert BE. DarrowHn, Worthy Master. 

[SEAL] MAE C. DARROHN, Secretary. 


PORTLAND 10, OrnEG., Vay 18, 1954. 
Mr. GLENN L. JACKSON, 
California Oregon Power Co.., 
Medford, Oreg. 

DEAR GLENN: On behalf of the Izaak Walton League may I take this oppor- 
tunity to advise you that the league’s position with regard to the improvements 
and developments of the Rogue River Basin has not changed. 

The matter was carefully considered, and after conferences with the Oregon 
State Game Commission some time ago, the local chapters and the State division 
felt that the modified plan was entirely in order. 

A recanvass of the officers and directors would indicate as stated above— 
no change in position. 

Sincerely, 
JoserpH W. SMITH. 


PRESERVE THE ROGUE ASSOCIATION, INC., 
Trail, Oreg., April 26, 1954. 


The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, 
Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 
Dear Mr. SecrerTary: In regard to the Talent division, Rogue River project, 
Oregon, of the Bureau of Reclamation, I want to confirm the fact that, late 
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in 1951, this organization voted conditional approval of the Talent develop- 
ment. <A study of the latest official report on that proposed project or division 
indicates that it fully meets those conditions, so I am glad to add our approval 
to that of the many other organizations of this area. 

I am sure that, since you were Governor of Oregon at that time, you remem- 
ber our strong fight against the original Rogue project, particularly that part 
known as plan A, which included a high dam in the main stem of Rogue River. 
We are just as opposed to that plan or a similar one as we ever were. We are 
happy, therefore, that those promoting more irrigation and power for the basin 
are able to offer plans which will give the basin a large part of the benefits 
claimed for that plan without doing the damage that plan A would have done. 

Very truly yours, 
D. H. Barper, President. 


CENTRAL Por s'T SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, 
Central Foint, Oreg., April 22, 1954. 
Mr. DoveLtas McKay, 
Secretary, Department of Interior, 
Washington, D. C. 

DEAR Sirk: The following quote is an exact copy of a letter sent to Mr. Oscar 
Chapman, Secretary, Department of Interior, Washington, D. C., on September 
15, 1951: 

“The following resolution was passed at a special meeting of the board of 
directors, of the Central Point Sportsmen’s Club, held September 12, 1951, at 
Central Point, Oreg. 

“‘*Now, therefore, be it resolved, That this organization, the Central Point 
Sportsmens Club, go on record as supporting the resolution of Board of Directors 
of the Rogue River Valley Irrigation Association. Supporting the Howard 
Prairie project and abandoning plan A, as passed at a special meeting held on 
August 20, 1951, 10 a. m., and ratified by special meeting of Board of Directors 
of the Rogue River Valley Irrigation Association held at 1:30 p. m., September 
&. ieue. -. 

Everett B. Greson, President. 
M. C. GLeason, Secretary. 


IzAAK WALTON LEAGUE OF AMERICA, INC., 
OREGON Division, RoGvuE RIVER CHAPTER, 
Grants Pass, Oreg., April 28, 1954. 
DoveLtas McKay, 
Secretary of the Interior, 
Department of Interior Building, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: The Rogue River chapter of the Izaak Walton League of America, 
Inc., wishes to reaffirm its attitude with regard to reclamation work on the 
Rogue River in Oregon. In 1951 we endorsed the amended plan that pro- 
posed the reclamation project for the Talent frrigation District in Jackson 
County and also the work in the Illinois Valley. 

We believe that reclamation work on the headwaters of the tributaries of 
the Rogue River can be very beneficial to the economy of this area and we 
do endorse such work. However, we again repeat that we stand against large 
structures in the main Rogue River. 

WItiiaAM J. CocHRAN, President. 





GRANTS PASS AND JOSEPHINE COUNTY 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
Grants Pass, Orcg., April 29, 1954. 
Hon. Dovetas McKay, 
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 


My Dear Mr. Secrerary: At a recent meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Grants Pass and Josephine County Chamber of Commerce the writer was in- 
structed to inform you that the board had passed a resolution approving the 
present plan of the Rogue River Valley development which calls for the immedi- 
ate completion of the Talent project and urges the early development of the 
Illinois Valley project. 
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The board will appreciate anything you can do to bring this overall plan to 
early completion. 
Respectfully yours, 
L. C. Hansen, Manager. 





ILLINOIS VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
Cave Junction, Oreg., April 27, 1954. 
MeEpForD IRRIGATION DISTRICT, 
Medford, Oreg. 

Dear Stir: The Illinois Valley Chamber of Commerce wishes to reaffirm its 
resolution submitted in 1951 favoring the amended plan for development of 
the Rogue River Basin. The chamber wishes to inform you that it favors 
immediate authorization of the Talent division at this time. 

Very truly yours, 
LAURENCE A. CuSHING, Secretary-Treasurer. 


THE ASHLAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INC., 
Ashland, Oreg., April 24, 1954. 
Hon. Dovetas McKay, 
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 

Sir: This organization wishes to go record as being in favor of the sub- 
stitute plan of the Talent division of the Rogue River Basin project and urges 
your most sincere support. 

Respectfully yours, 
C. D. FortM1txer, President. 


CounTY CourT OF JOSEPHINE COUNTY, 
Grants Pass, Oreg., April 26, 1954. 
Hon. Dovetas McKay, 
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Srr: The Josephine County court favors the two projects which are 
under consideration in the development of the Rogue Basin, namely: the Tal- 
ent unit and the Illinois Valley unit. 

We feel that it is to the interest of this whole area, Jackson and Josephine 
Counties, that everything possible be done to expedite these projects. 

Very truly yours, 
RAYMOND A. LATHROP, 
County Judge. 
FRED RICHARDS, 
County Commissioner. 
J. P. McCourtTNey, 
County Commissioner. 





JACKSON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
Medford, Oreg., April 23, 1954. 
Doueias McKay, 
Secretary, Department of Interior, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Str: The members of the Jackson County Chamber of Commerce com- 
prising over 450 business firms in Medford and the Rogue Valley wish to reaffirm 
their stand favoring the development of the substitute plan for adequate irriga- 
tion water as embodied in House bill 8384 and Senate bill 3134 and which is 
known as the Talent Irrigation project. Future growth and development of 
this valley generally and the stability of all the business firms are closely tied 
to this project and its early completion. 

We sincerely urge and appreciate your efforts in expediting the above measures 
in order that the economy of the Rogue Valley may continue to enjoy a reason- 
able degree of growth and stability. 

Kindest personal regards. 


WALTER, GARNER, President. 
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ILLINOIS VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
Cave Junction, Oreg., April 29, 1954. 
MEDFORD IRRIGATION DISTRICT, 
Medford. Oreg. 
DEAR Sir: Enclosed are some of the letters requested by Mr. Victor Boehl. 
I believe some have been sent direct and there are still a few which are sup- 
posed to come to me shortly. 
I hope this is of some benefit to the project. 
Very truly yours, 
LAURENCE A. CUSHING, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


ILLINOIS VALLEY Som CONSERVATION DISTRICT, 
Cave Junction, Oreg., April 27, 1954. 
To Whom It May Concern : 

In 1951 the Illinois Valley Soil Conservation District presented a resolution 
sponsoring the revision of the original plan A. Since that time, nothing has been 
brought forward to cause us to alter our Sponsorship. 

In light of the above-mentioned policy, we wish to be placed on record as 
favoring immediate authorization of the Talent project. 

Most sincerely, 
HENRI ApPy, 
Secretary. 


GRANTS Pass, OrgEG., April 22, 1954. 
Hon. DovueLtas McKay, 
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C. 


Whereas in 1951 Redwood Grange No. 760 approved a resolution in support 
of the amended plan for development of the Rogue Basin, which plan gave priority 
to the Talent unit and the Illinois Valley unit of the project ; and 

Whereas the development of these areas is essential to the economic welfare 
of the Rogue Basin ; therefore be it 

Resolved by the members of Redwood Grange, That we give our full support 
to this project and urge the approval of the Talent division as outlined in the 
feasibility report of the Bureau of Reclamation. 


[sEaL] JosePu L. Rose, 
Master, Redwood Grange No. 760. 
LULA J. GRIFFITH, 
Secretary, Redwood Grange No. 760. 


RESOLUTION 


Whereas the Grants Pass Irrigation District, a municipal corporation, with its 
office at Grant Pass, Oreg., went on record in September of 1951 in support of a 
substitute plan for the development of the water resources of the Rogue River 
Basin as sponsored by the Rogue River Valley Irrigation Association ; and 

Whereas, said amended plan provides for the development of the Talent project 
first, and secondly for the Illinois Valley project ; and 

Whereas, there is a bill before the House of Representatives and the Senate of 
the United States to approve the development of the Talent project as proposed in 
the report of the Bureau of Reclamation ; and 

Whereas, it is the opinion of the directors of the Grants Pass Irrigation District 
that the orderly development of the Rogue River Basin is essential to the economic 
welfare of Josephine County said amended plan meets with the continued favor 
of this board: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Grants Pass Irrigation District go on record approving the 
present bills before Congress involving the Talent project as the first step in the 
full development program as proposed and amended by the Rogue River Valley 
Irrigation Association in its resolution dated September 5, 1951; be it further 

Resolved, That all members in the organization in Congress be supplied with a 
copy of this resolution and urged to vote for the Talent project as proposed by 
the Bureau of Reclamation ; and be it further 
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Resolved, That speedy actions as far as practicable be employed for the com- 
pletion of the amended plan of the Rogue Valley Irrigation Association. 
Approved unanimously by the board of directors of the Grants Pass Irrigation 
District at its meeting of April 27, 1954. 
O. H. Tarsort, President. 
Ray JorpDAN, Director. 
VICTOR tonHL, Director. 
Attest: 
DONALD Muteu, Secretary 


CAVE JUNCTION, OrkG., April 30, 1954 
lo Whom It May Concern 
As chairman of the Illinois Valley Irrigation Committee, which is part of the 
Rogue Valley Reclamation District, I wish to express for the group a desire that 
the revised plan A of the Rogue River Valley be given authority to proceed on 
the Talent project 
Yours truly, 
C. G. BrRorrrir, Chairman, 


CAVE JUNCTION, OREG., April 28,1954 
To Whom It May Concern: 

This farm organization, the Illinois Valley Farm Bureau of Josephine County, 
Oreg., wishes to reaffirm their affirmative stand on a resolution presented in 1951, 
favoring revised plan A, and ask that the Rogue River Talent unit project be 
given immediate authorization 

Mrs. EVANGELINE BROEFFLE, Secretary 


RETAIL MERCHANTS COMMITTEE, 
Medford, Oreg. 
DoucLtas McKay. 
Secretary, Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Srr: For the record, we, of the Retail Merchants of Medford, wish to 
reaffirm our stand favoring the development of the Talent Irrigation District 
as outlined in House bill 8384 and Senate bill 3134. 

It is the opinion of the retail merchants group that present retail volumes 
are vitally dependent upon agriculture in the valley and that the future retail 
growth and stability of the business firms in Medford is directly dependent 
upon plans for adequate water supply as provided in the above measures. 

Sincerely, 
H. J. Boyp, Chairman. 


CAVE JUNCTION, OrEG., April 27, 1954. 
Meprorp IRRIGATION DISTRICT, 
Medford, Oreg. 

Dear Str: As a citizen of the Illinois Valley, it is my desire to reaffirm my 
resolution in 1951 favoring the amended plan for development of the Rogue 
River Basin, and I wish to state at this time that I am in favor of immediate 
authorization of the Talent division. 

Very truly yours, 
Etwoop K. Hussey. 


CITy OF MEDFORD, 
Medford, Oreg., April 27, 1954. 


Hon. Doveitas McKay, 
Secretary, Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. McKay: The city council joins me in the endorsement of the state- 
ment of support of Talent division of Rogue River Basin reclamation project 
substitute plan, which involves the Bear Creek drainage and Illinois Valley 
project. 
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We are looking forward to this being approved by you and appropriations 
arranged by Congress. 
Very truly yours, 
D. L. FLynn, Mayor. 
RESOLUTION No. 244 


Whereas the present plan of the Bureau of Reclamation of the United States 
Government for the development and full utilization of the water resources of 
Rogue River should receive the support of all individuals and bodies in the 
Rogue River Valley ; and 

Whereas the said plan gives priority to development of the Talent unit and 
of the Illinois Valley unit of said overall plan and legislation is now pending for 
the authorization of the Talent unit: Be it 

Resolved by the Common Council of the city of Grants Pass, Oreg., That it 
does hereby endorse and urge the passage of the pending legislation for the 
authorization of the development of the Talent unit of the overall plan of the 
Bureau of Reclamation for the development of the water resources of Rogue 
River ; be it further 

Resolved, That the legislation for the authorization of the development of 
the Talent unit should be followed as speedily as possible by legislation for 
the authorization of the development of the Illinois Valley unit; be it further 

Resolved, That the city auditor be and he hereby is directed to forward certi- 
fied copies of this resolution to the Bureau of Reclamation and the members 
of the Oregon delegation in Congress. 

Adopted by the Common Council of the City of Grants Pass, Oreg., this 5th 
day of May, 1954. 

Submitted to and approved by the mayor of the city of Grants Pass, Oreg., 
this 5th day of May 1954. 

Rosert C. Martin, Mayor. 

Attest : 


y 


Eart T. SrMonsen, City Auditor. 


STATE OF OREGON, 
County of Josephine, City of Grants Pass, ss: 

I, Earl T. Simonsen, hereby certify that I am the duly appointed, qualified, 
and acting city auditor of the city of Grants Pass and as such city auditor I 
have custody of the official records of the city of Grants Pass; that I prepared 
the foregoing copy of Resolution No. 244 and have carefully compared the same 
with the original thereof; that it is a true and correct transcript of the original 
and the whole thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and the official seal of the 
city of Grants Pass this 5th day of May 1954 


ny 


EArt T. SIMONSEN, City Auditor. 


ASHLAND REALTY BOARD, 
Ashland, Oreg., April 26, 1954. 

Hon. DougLas McKay, 

Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D.C 
Dear Mr. Secrerary: This is to reconfirm our support of the Talent division 
of the Rogue River Basin project. 
Yours very truly, 
ID. FE. Curtis, Secretary-Treasurer. 


ASHLAND Post No. 14, 
AMERICAN LEGION, 
Ashland, Oreg., April 28, 1954 
Dovetas McKay, 
Secretary of the Interior. 

Dear Sir: At our most recent meeting it was moved by our post that we 
voice our approval of the Talent division of the Rogue River Basin irrigatign 
project. It was the unanimous opinion of all present that we are heartily in 
favor of the project and ask your approval of same. 

Sincerely, 


Criybde BE. Smirn, Adjutant. 
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AMERICAN LEGION, 
GLENN MORRISON Post No. 70, 
Cave Junction, Oreg., April 28, 1954. 
MEDFORD IRRIGATION DISTRICT, 
Medford, Oreg. 

Dear Sir: Please be advised that Glenn Morrison Post No. 70 wishes at this 
time to bring up to date its resolution submitted in 1951 in favor of the amended 
plan for development of the Rogue River Basin. 

It is our desire that the Talent division be given immediate authorization. 


Very truly yours, 
Harry P. HARTWELL, Post Adjutant. 


AMERINAN LEGION, 
MEprForpD Post 15, 
Medford, Oreg., May 8, 1954. 
Hon. DoueLas McKay, 
Secretary of the Interior, Washington 25, D.C. 

HoNORABLE SeoreTARY: This is to inform you that Post 15, of the American 
Legion, Department of Oregon, have moved at one of their regular meetings the 
following: 

Motion by Clark Walker: “I move that post 15 go on record 100 percent in favor 
of the Talent division of the Rogue Basin project, and that the adjutant be in- 
structed to write to the Honorable Secretary of Interior Douglas McKay inform- 
ing him of same.” 

Seconded by Fred Luy. 

Question carried. So ordered. 


Respectfully, 
Joe R. Hosicx, Adjutant. 


Hon. DoveLtas McKay, 
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C.: 

At a regular meeting of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3423 held in Ash- 
land, Oreg., the following resolution was introduced by Comrade H. T. Laf- 
ferty and seconded by Don Grimes: 

Whereas the Talent Irrigation District has been short of water for a num- 
ber of years; 

Since the improvement of this project would bring an extra 8,000 acres under 
irrigation, and since there is a need for all electricity this project would gen- 


erate: 
We, therefore, members of Walter A. Phillips Post 3423, VFW, do therefore 


humbly appeol to you to endorse this appropriation for the necessary funds for 


this project. 
EARL FF). BRIDGEMAN, 


Commander of Post. 
F. C. CrRosstin, 
Adjutant of Post. 


CAVE JUNCTION, OREG., 
April 238, 1954. 
Victor BoEHL. 

Dear Sir: As president of the O’Brien Women’s Club, it is the wish of this 
active organization to reaffirm the letter written to you in 1951, regarding the 
favoring of amended plan. We ask that the Talent project be given immediate 
authorization. 


Yours truly, 
BLANCHE LACKEY. 


BANK OF ILLINOIS VALLEY, 
Cave Junction, Oreg., April 23, 1954. 
MEDFORD IRRIGATION DISTRICT, 
Medford, Oreg. 
GENTLEMEN: In 1951 my predecessor, the late S. Clifford Sparks, wrote you 
expressing the support of this bank for the amended plan for the development 
of the Rogue River Basin. 
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I wish to assure you of the continued support of the Bank of Illinois Valley 
und, in the interest of the people of the Rogue River Basin, recommend that 
authorization for the Talent unit be approved at the earliest possible time. 

Very truly yours, 
E. ALLEN TEGARDEN, 
Vice President. 


Meprorp, Oread., June 14, 1954 
Senator GuY CORDON 
I urge your support on Rouge River Basin irrigation project. Is of vital 
importance to southern Oregon 
CLARK J. WALKER REAL ESTATE. 


\Meprorp, Orec., June 16, 1954 
Senator Guy CoRDON 
Your continued cooperation aud support Senate bill 3134 is argently requested. 
ANNIE B. GARNER. 


Meprorp, Orec., June 16, 1954 
Senator GuY CORDON 
Your continued cooperation and support Senate bill 3134 is urgently requested. 
WALTER G. GARNER. 


MEDFORD, OrEG., June 16, 1954 
Senator Guy Corpon : 

The entire personnel of this company strongly recommends the full support of 
the Talent irrigation and reclamation project. It is our opinion that this project 
is critically needed for the Rogue Valley. 

THE Dan Patcu Co 


Meprorp, Orec., June 15, 1954 
Senator Guy CORDON : 
We respectfully urge your strongest efforts in gaining favorable action on 
Rogue River Basin irrigation project bills. 
WESTERN Orn BURNER 
MILNES. 


Meprorp, Orec., June 15, 1954 
Senator Guy CorpDoON : 

Regarding Rogue River Basin irrigation project bill 3134 and House bill S384 
your support requested. We need your best efforts in helping this valley to get 
a project that will aid it in helping itself. 

DEANS PONTIAC. 


Meprorb, OreEG., June 15, 1954 
UNITED STATES SENATOR Guy CORDON : 
Urging favorable action on the Talent irrigation project. 
D. BE. Hays Distrrinutine Co 


MeEpForD, OREG., June 15, 1954. 
Senator Guy CorpDon : 
This area watching Talent project progress anxiously. Please exert your hest 
efforts for favorable action 
Dick Houser. 
MEpForD, OreG., June 15, 1954. 
Senator Guy Corpon: We respectfully urge your strongest efforts in gaining 
favorable action on Rogue River Basin irrigation project Senate bill 3134. 


Roeve River OrcHarp (Co 
MARTIN LUTHER. 


49685—54—_5 
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PORTLAND, OrEG., June 14, 1954 
The entire valley needs more than before favorable 
action on June 15 meeting of Rogue River Basin irrigation project, Senate bill 
3134, House bill 8384. Your continued efforts are appreciated. 


Senator Guy CORDON 


CHRYSTAL DISTRIBUTING & COLD STORAGE Co 
BILL CHRYSLER, Manager. 


Merprorb, OrvG., June 1d, 1954 
Senator Guy Corpon: I am in favor of the Rogue River Basin irrigation project 
as proposed in the Senate bill 3134 and House of Representatives bill 8384. 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. N. C. CONGER. 
MEDFORD, OREG., June 14, 1954. 
Senator Guy Corpon: We ask that you give Senate bill 3134 your full support 
It is urgently needed for the betterment of Rogue River Valley. 


MeEpForRD MEAT Co 


MeEprorD, Oreg., June 14, 1954 


Hon. Guy Corpon: Appreciate your work on Senate bill 3134 for Rogue River 


Kasin irrigation project. Hope this week's hearings will definitely approve the 
nroject 
MANN’'S DEPARTMEN1 STORE, 
JoHN VD. MorrFAt 
Merprorp, Oreg., June 14, 1954 
Senator Guy Corpon : Strongly urge your maximum effort for passage 8S. 3134 


re Talent division, Rogue River Basin reclamation project. Hazardous condi 
tion of canals, syphons, and ditches of present facilities plus increasingly difficult 


area economy make authorization of utmost importance 


BEAR CREEK ORCHARDS, 
Davip H. Hor~mes 


Merprorb, Oreg., June 14, 1954 
Senator Guy Corpon: We strongly urge your continued hard work in con 


nection with Senate bill 3134. 


Merprorap FuEL Co.. 
W. H. Rercustern, Secretary 


Meprorp, Oreg., June 14, 1954 
Senator Guy CoRDON Urge favorable action Senate bill 8134, 


Rogue River 
irrigation project 


EE. H. Heprick. 


Mrprorp, Oreg., June 14, 1954. 
Senator Guy Corpon : Senate bill 3134 is a must 


NuUWAY CLEANERS, 
H. D. CHRISTENSEN 


MeprorD, Oreg., June 14, 1954. 


Senator GUY CorvOoN : We appreciate your last efforts for favorable action on 


Talent irrigation project and continued support until the act is approved. 


Meprorp BRaNcH, UNITED STATES 
NATIONAL BANK OF PORTLAND 


Meprorb, Oreg., June 14, 1954 
Senator Guy Corpon: Our valley economy needs help. 


Best of all you can 
ean do something about it. 


The whole valley is depending upon favorable com 
mittee action concerning the Rogue River Basin irrigation project hearing as 
proposed in Senate bill 3134 and House bill 8384. 


Let's not lose this. 
Respectfully, 


OFFICE STATIONERY SUPPLY, 
SAM COLTON. 
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Meprorp, Oreg., June 14, 1954 
Senator Guy Corpon: Our valley needs the additional irrigation facilities 
covered in Senate bill 3134. We urge your additional efforts toward securing 
favorable committee action concerning this bill in the hearings now under way 
MeprorpD BRANCH, First NATIONAL BANK Or PORTLAND 
C. E. Hepsere, Manager. 


MeEprForD, Oreg., June 14, 1954. 
Senator Guy Corpon: We urge you to do all possible for passage of Rogue 
River Basin irrigation project, Senate bill 3134 ard House bill 8384 
CRATER LAKE MACHINERY CO 
Cc. J. HUNTER. 





MeprorD, Oreg., June 14, 1954. 
Senator Guy Corpon: Our valley economy needs help. Best of ull you can 
do something about it. The whole valley is depending upon favorable committee 
action concerning the Rogue River Basin irrigation project hearing as proposed 
in Senate bill 3134 and House bill 8384. Let’s not lose. 
Respectfully, 
VALENTINES, 
Haroitp §. Huse 
MeEprorD, OrREG., June 1}, 1954 
Senator Guy Corpon 
As small local business am vitally interested in favorable consideration by the 
committee of the Rogue River Basin project. This area’s needs for additional 
irrigation water are urgent. 
SERVICE UNLIMITED EMPLOYMENT AGENCY, 
Dana L. PLATz. 





MeprorpD, Orec., June 14, 1954 
Senator Guy CorRDON 
I would like to advise you that the valley is depending upon favorable action 
concerning the hearing as composed in Senate bill 3134 and House bill 8384 Any 
assistance you offer for passage of the bill will be appreciated. 
JACKSON COUNTY FEDERAL SAVINGS & LOANS, 
J. H. PLeTscu 





MeEpDFORD, OREG., June 14, 1954 
Senator Guy CORDON 
All of southern Oregon appreciate your support of the Rogue River Basin 
irrigation project. This project is urgently needed. Kindly keep us informed 
ACME HARDWARE Co., 
Tony MANNO 


Meprorp, Orec., June 14, 1954 
Senator Guy CorRDON 
We as well as majority of valley residents depending on passage of bill 3134 
DANCREN LUMBER Co., 
CLYDE CRENSHAW, 
FRANK DANCER. 
Meprorp, OreG., June 14, 1954 
Senator GuY CoRDON 


Request you use all your influence possible toward a faverable decision for 
the Talent division Rogue River Basin project. 


MeEpFoRD BUILDING TRADES COUNCTI 
GEORGE PotuceK, Secretary. 
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Meprokp, OreG., June 14, 1954 
Senator Guy CorRDON : 
Sincerely urge favorable action on bill 3134. 
Meprorp LUMBER Co., 
C. B. COLLIns. 


Merprorp, Orec., June 14, 1954. 
Senator Guy CORDON: 
Request you use all your influence possible towards a favorable decisiou for 
the Talent division, Rogue River Basin project. 
CARPENTERS Local 2067, 
GEORGE PoTUCcEK, Secretary 


Meprorb, Orea., June 14, 1954. 
Senator Guy CORDON: 

Thanks your great work on Talent irrigation project. Whole valley behind 
you in success on this tremendously important development to economic welfare 
our Rogue River Basin. 

Rapio STaTION KMED, 
JENNINGS PIERCE, General Manage) 


Meprorp, Oreac., June 14, 1954. 
Senator Guy CORDON : 
Plasterers and Cement Masons Local 134 thoroughly endorses the Talent 
division, Rogue River Basin Project. 
PLASTERERS AND CEMENT MASONS LOCAL 134, 
JESS WAGNER, Secretary. 


Merprokp, Orec., June 14, 1954. 
Senator GuY CORDON 
We believe Talent division, Rogue River Basin project is very essential to 
our community and we are very much in favor of the project. 
LABORERS LOCAL 1400, 
ROBERT PEEBLES, Secretary 


MeEpFoRD, OrkEa., June 14, 1954. 
Senator Guy CORDON: 
The Medford Central Labor Council endorses the Talent division, Rogue River 
Basin project as essential to the community. 
MEDFORD CENTRAL LABOk COUNCIL, 
A. D. York, President. 


MeprorbD, OrkEa., June 14, 1954. 
Senator Guy CORDON: 
Painters Local 1124 feels that the Talent division, Rogue River Basin project 
is essential to the valley and endorses this project wholeheartedly. 
PAINTERS LOCAL 1124, 
B. L. CARMICHAEL, Secretary. 


MeprorpD, OreEG., June 14, 1954. 
Guy CORDON, 
United States Senate: 
I feel the Talent division, Rogue River Basin project is essential to our valley 
and I thoroughly endorse same. 
Hoyt Hay. 


MEbFORD, OrkEG., June 14, 1954. 
Senator Guy CORDON: 


Southern Oregon needs favorable action on Talent irrigation project bill No. 
3134. 


FLUHRER BAKERIES, 
W. E. O1son. 
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Meprorp, Orea., June 18, 1954. 
Senator Guy Corpon, 
Senate Chambers Office Building, 
Washington, D. C.: 
Urge your continued energetic support of Talent irrigation project. 
JosePH W. Bursa, D. D. 


Meprorp, OreG., June 17, 1954. 
Senator Guy CorRpDOoN, 
Senate Chambers, Washington, D. C.: 
We cannot overemphasize the urgency of the early passage of Senate bill 
3134. 
Big PINES LUMBER Co., 
R. B. THIEROLF. 


MEDFORD, ORBG., Jiine 18, 1954. 
Senator Guy CorDon, 
Senate Chambers, Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C.: 
We need the Rogue River Basin irrigation project. You have our whole- 
hearted support in your work on Senate bill 3134. 
MECHANICS LAUNDRY, 
L. A. WILSON, 
R. H. Travis. 


MEDFORD, ORBEG., June 18, 1954. 
Senator Guy Corpon, 
Washington, D.C.: 

Urge your utmost efforts in support of the Talent irrigation project at the 
present hearings. Continued evidence shows that the need for this project is 
acute if the area is to maintain its growth and place in the Pacific Northwest 
economy. 

JOHN G. CRAWFORD. 


MEpForD, OrReEG., June 16, 1954. 
Senator Guy Corpon, 
United States Senator, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C.: 
Favorable committee action on §S. 3134 vital to entire Rogue River Valley. 
Hope you can support. 
L. G. McLAREN. 


MEDFORD, OReEG., June 16, 1954. 
Hon. Guy Corpon, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C.: 
Best of luck on Rogue Basin irrigation project hearing Senate Bill 3134, 
House Bill 8384. Urge every effort toward favorable committee decision soon. 
Don McNEIL, 
Manager, Jackson County Chamber of Commerce. 





MeEprorD, OrEG., June 14, 1954. 
Senator Guy Corpon, 
United States Senate, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

HonoRABLE Sir: Our Rogue River Valiey needs your help in obtaining favor- 
able committee action concerning the Rogue River Basin irrigation project 
hearings, as proposed in Senate bill No. 3134 and House of Representatives bill 
No. 8384. 

I am asking you as our Senator to support this Senate bill. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 


Hari L. Lawson, M.D, 
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HIBBARD’S HARDWARE, 
Vedford, Oreg.. June 14, 1954. 
Senator Guy CORDON, 
United States Senate, Senate Ofice Building, 
Washington, D.C. 

DEAR Str: I understand that the hearing on the Rogue River irrigation proj 
ect is coming up for a hearing and I would like to urge you to use every means 
to bring this project to a favorable conclusion. This is something that our 
Rogue River Valley needs badly. 

The economy of the valley has been badly impaired due to frost conditions 
and we have a number of people out of work, probably the greatest number in a 
good many years. 

[ would like to thank you for the interest you have shown in the valley and 
wish to extend to you my best personal regards. 

Yours very truly, 
FLoypD M. HIBBARD. 


NYE & NAUMES PACKING Co. 
Vedford, Oreg., June 14, 1954. 
Senator GUY CORDON, 
United States Senaie, Senate Ofice Building, 
Washington, D.C 
DEAR SENATOR: Our interest in the development of supplemental water and 
the rehabilitation of existing irrigation systems is intense. We cannot urge too 
strongly that you do everything in your power to obtain favorable action on 
this project. 
Sincerely, 
JOE NAUMES. 


Meprord, OREG., June 15, 1954. 
Senator Guy CoRDON, 
United States Senate, Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C 

DeAR SENATOR: There is before your body a measure covered in Senate bill 
“134 that we believe is of vital importance to this valley. 

Our interest is for the good for the entire community and we mean all of 
Jackson County and the surrounding country. The good that can result from 
this project cannot be measured by the sum necessary to carry the project to 
completion—the dreams of the agricultural wealth that will come as a result 
of this project is to me the vital point at issue. 

We urge you to support this with all your energies. 

Sincerely, 
R. A. BREWER. 


MEDFORD HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION, INC., 
Medford, Oreg., June 14, 1954. 
In re Senate bill No. 3134 
Senator Guy Corpon, 
United States Senate, Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: Those of us who have made our homes in the Rogue River Valley 
are keenly interested in making this a better place to live, i. e., so that more 
people have the opportunity to make a good living. We believe that the above 
hill would mean a big step in the right direction and would urge your careful 
attention and support. 

Yours very truly, 
(Miss) B. J. LARSEN. 


MEDFORD LABORATORIES, 
Medford, Oreg., June 16, 1954. 


Senator Guy CoRpDOoN, 
United States Senate, Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 
DEAR Senator: It has come to our attention that proposed Senate bill No. 
3134 and House of Representatives bill No. 8384 are coming before committees 
for action. 
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We hope that you will do everything in your power to speed up the action of 
the committees to approve the Rogue River Basin irrigation project immediately. 
Very truly yours, 
D. J. BoLton. 


Senator Warkrns. Do you have any industry to speak of in this 
area ? 

Mr. Boru. Our principal industry is lumbering. 

Senator Warxrys. Is that ona sustained-yield basis / 

Mr. Born. It is not at present. The lumber industry is going to 
have to reduce its operations in the years immediately following to a 
sustained- yield basis, which is going to, of course, reduce the income 
trom the source. 

Senator Warkins. Is the lumber supply from national forests / 

Mr. Born. The bulk of it is from national forests and on O. and C. 
lands. 

Senator Warxktns. Do you have any private holdings there to any 
considerable extent ? 

Mr. Borut. There are some. There are other men here from that 
area who are well acquainted with that situation who can give you ac- 
curate information on that. 

Senator Warxins. What about the power consumption? Are you 
acquainted with that in the area ? 

Mr. Born. To some extent; yes. 

Senator Warkins. What will this project produce / 

Mr. Boru. The plan now is to produce, of course, 16,000 kilowatts 
of peak power which would make power available at the time when 
our lights burn dim and when it is hard to get our motors to operate. 

Senator Warkins. You have hydroelectric plants in all this area ? 

Mr. Born. They are privately owned electric powerplants, hydro- 
electric plants in the area. 

Senator Corvon. There are two alternatives with respect to the gen- 
eration of power. One is 10,000, and what is the other 1? 

Mr. Born. 16,000. 

Senator Warkrins. Is there a market for all the power that is pro- 
duced ? 

Mr. Borut. Yes, there is an immediate local market for that power, 
especially as peak power. 

Senator Warkins. What about your water supply? I assume maybe 
some other witness will testify to that, or do you know ? 

Senator Corpon. You mean water supply for the project ? 

Senator Warkrns. For the whole project. 

Mr. Bornu. That I believe has been covered by Mr. Nelson, but it is 
adequate. I believe that the Bureau of Reclamation bases its estimates 
on low years with a margin of safety. 

Senator Warktns. You do not have a scarcity of water there? It is 
a question of getting the water you do have stored ? 

Mr. Bornt. We have many thousands of acre-feet of water that 
flow to the sea every year unused, and our problem is to store it and 
make it available. 

Senator Watkins. What is your average rainfall ? 

Mr. Boent. It varies from the upper to the lower end of the valley 
Tn our area it is around 30 inches. 





q 
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Senator Warkins. The irrigation projects vou have had there in 
the past have been successful ? 

Mr. Born. Yes. 

Senator Warxrns. No indebtedness ? 

Mr. Born. As most irrigation districts they have some indebted- 
ness. 

Senator Corvon. Thank you, Mr. Boehl. 

Mr. Born. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Cornon. Now, let us hear from representatives of the dis- 
tricts involved. We have Mr. Moore from the Talent Irrigation Dis- 
trict, who is chairman of the board. 


STATEMENT OF HOMER MOORE, ASHLAND, OREG., CHAIRMAN OF 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, TALENT IRRIGATION DISTRICT 


Mr. Moore. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name 
is Homer Moore. I have lived 2 miles southeast of Ashland, in the 
upper end of the Talent Irrigation District, for the past 27 years, and 
have been a member of the board of directors of the Talent Irrigation 
District since 1937, and chairman of that board since 1945. I am 
appearing in its behalf. 

Senator Corpon. They know a good man when they find him, evi- 
dently. 

Mr. Moore. As briefly as possible I will try to show the need for 
the proposed project and some of the benefits which could be derived 
from it. 

Talent Irrigation District lies in the valley of Upper Bear Creek, 
a tributary of Rogue River. This is a region of moderate temperature, 
low humidity, and rapid evaporation, with the lightest rainfall in 
Oregon west of the Cascades. 

Most of this precipitation occurs during the winter months. Our 
annual average is less than 20 inches. 

On the mountains surrounding this region we get a rather heavy 
snow pack each winter, with a rapid runoff in the spring. With ade- 
quate reservoir capacity this runoff can be held for summer use. 

This water shortage in our warm dry falls dries up pastures of dairy- 
men and beef stockraisers, and forces reliance on hay and other dry 
feeds, adding to costs and reducing milk production. It also cuts 
short crops of canning tomatoes and causes serious losses to orchard- 
men by reducing sizes of late fruit. 

Of late years there has been a rather large influx of new people into 
this valley, with a resulting subdividing of properties. These smaller 
tracts can be made to produce very well and with intensive, specialized 
farming be quite profitable when a plentiful supply of water is avail- 
able for irrigation. Such crops usually require much hand labor and 
provide jobs for people on tracts so small as to not require all of their 
labor time. 

As an example, on our own place of 16 acres, 14 acres of which are 
in peaches, we have year after year paid out over $8,000 annually for 
labor—mostly to neighbors. 

We have a pumping plant to furnish water after storage water is 
gone. 

I have a neighbor who raises radishes on about 35 acres. He reises 
4 or 5 crops per year on this land, and his payroll averages nearly 
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$35,000 per year. He tells me that with plenty of irrigation water he 
could produce 6 crops per year, with a proportionate increase in labor 
used. 

It is my belief that the productivity of this valley can be raised 20 
percent by the use of the 2.61 acre-feet per acre proposed under the 
project, instead of our present supply. 

Also, late irrigation leaves pastures in good condition for winter 
and in orchards a late irirgation forms strong fruit buds for the fol- 
lowing year. 

Beside the benefits derived from supplemental water, providing ir- 
rigation water to the additional acreage would give a needed boost to 
the economy of the entire valley. 

It is generally conceded that in this valley 1 irrigated acre will 
outproduce 10 dry acres with most crops, and the crops which are 
helped most by irrigation are the ones requiring the most hand labor 
and are the most profitable. 

Some of these crops are: Berries, tree fruits, nursery stock, flow- 
ers, grass, and clover seed, bulbs, melons, onions, tomatoes, lettuce, 
radishes, and squash. Also sugar beet seed. 

It is very plain that something must be done to increase the income 
from these small tracts and additional water for irrigation seems to 
be the answer. 

I have covered this subject in only a general way, avoiding all de- 
tails. If the committee has any questions, I will gladly try to answer 
them. 

Thank you. 

Senator Corpon. Thank you very much, Mr. Moore. 

Senator Watkins. What is the average size of the farms in your 
area ¢ 

Mr. Moore. I do not know what the average size is. We have 740 
tracts in our district that are 10 acres or less. 

Senator Warxrns. How can they make a living on a 10-acre tract / 

Mr. Moore. It can be done if you specialize and do not try to raise 
too many different products on your land. You have to confine your- 
self to one thing. You have to know your stuff, you have to know how 
to produce it and how to sell it. 

Senator Warkins. What is your market ? 

Mr. Moore. Speaking for myself, our market is San Francisco. 
That is for peaches. The pears that are raised—Ashland does not 
produce the bulk of the pears. Most of the pears are raised in the 
lower end of our district and near Medford. 

There are many large poor orchards in our district. Their market 
is all over the United States and they used to have a good European 
demand, but I do not know, we have men here that can tell you about 
pears. 

Senator Warxkrns. What is the principal variety ? 

Mr. Moore. Bartlett, Comice, Bosc, De Anjou. I think there is 
probably a larger acreage of De Anjous than any other kind. But the 
Comice is the pear they use for gift boxes and for fancy trade. 

Senator Warxrns I notice your figures on peaches, $8,000 annually 
for labor, for 14 acres. That is pretty large, is it not? 

Mr. Moore. It is. But our thinning runs $1,500 or more, and we 
have our packing, and so forth. 
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Senator Warkins. How do you pack them?’ You do not put them 
in bushel containers / 

Mr. Moore. No; we pack in standard Oregon peach boxes or the 
Los Angeles “lugs.” 

Senator Warkins. Do you wrap peaches / 

Mr. Moorr. Yes. They are mostly in the flat standard peach box. 
Where peaches are packed in the lugs, we have a pad underneath and 
a pad in the center, two layers. 

Senator Warkins. How could it be profitable if you operate a 
14-acre peach orchard with $8,000 charge 4 

Mr. Moore. We have a very good market because our peaches follow 
the California crop and come into San Francisco and Oakland after 
their peaches are gone. 

Senator Warkins. What months would that be / 

Mr. Moore. It would be in September. 

Senator Corpon. What kind of peaches? 

Mr. Moore. We raise the J. H. Hale, Elberta, and some of the Rio 
Oso Gems. 

Senator Warkins. [am interested in your fruit production because 
I produce some fruit myself. It has not been too profitable down our 
way. I was wondering what success you were having. 

Mr. Moore. We sold $275,000 worth of peaches off that little orchard 
in 20 years, 

Senator Warkrns. How much can the farmers spend there for the 
cost of water before it becomes economically feasible ? 

Mr. Moore. It depends on what you raise. In that valley they 
cannot afford to raise hay or grain on irrigated land because you can- 
not get enough production out of it to pay for the water, but with 
these other crops, you can. 

Senator Warkins. What are your annual water charges per acre- 
foot ? 

Mr. Moore. We have been charging $10.50 for water for 1 acre. 

Senator Warkrns. $10.50 for enough water to irrigate an acre of 
land ? 

Mr. Moore. It is not enough, but that is what we have. 

Senator Warkrns. That is the total supply you have for an acre 
of land? 

Mr. Moore. Our average has been about a foot and a half per season. 

Senator Corpon. You havea pumping plant, too? 

Mr. Moore. Not all the time. But there was a season about 11 years 
ago when we could see that we were not going to have enough water 
to go through and the highway commission had put Highway 99 right 
past our place and they had run a eut about a thousand feet from our 
property and we developed this spring or seepage of water. 

I filed on that. I put a pump in there, put in a thousand feet of 
ae It cost $950. I more than paid for that in being able to harvest 
ate peaches. We had about an acre and a half of October late peaches. 

Senator Warkrins. I am interested in how you farm with one and 
# half feet of water for 1 acre of land. What kind of soil do you 
have? 

Mr. Moore. I use a sprinkler system. My sprinklers will put on 2 
inches of water in irrigation in about 4 hours. Two inches of water 
in our soil will go down 2 feet. It is a coarse granite soil, decomposed 
granite. 
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Senator Warkins. Do you have good drainage ? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, it goes straight down for 40 or 50 feet. 

Senator Corpon. Ordinarily on that type of soil you have to have 
more frequent irrigation. 

Mr. Moore. We do. When the trees were young we used to have to 
irrigate twice during the summer. Now we have to irrigate every 2 
or 3 weeks because the trees are older and the roots are interlaced and 
they take up all the moisture in between. 

Senator Warkins. The witness ahead of you testified that he re- 
quired 4 acre-feet. 

Mr. Moore. That is a different district. 

Senator Watkins. What is the difference between your district and 
that one? 

Mr. Moore. I do not know anything about the Grants F'ass Irriga- 
tion District. 

Senator Warkins. In my State about the least we can get along 
with is 3 acre-feet of water even for hay crops. 

Mr. Moore. One year was the only time that a requirement in excess 
of 1.5 acre-feet was more than that. We needed it, but we did not have 
it. 

Senator Warkins. How much water will you get after this project 
is in? 

Mr. Moore. Then, 2.61. 

Senator Warkins. That will be ample to take care of it? 

Mr. Moore. Probably some of the clover growers can use more, but 
I think it will be plenty. 

Senator Warkins. When do you start to irrigate ? 

Mr. Moore. We started this year the first of April. In some years 
we do not have to start until along in May. 

Senator Warkins. By sprinkler you can, of course put it down to 
exactly what you want. 

Mr. Moore. We do not waste any water. 

Senator Warkins. You pipe the water from your distributing later- 
als to your farm ? 

Mr. Moore. My sprinkler system taps the irrigation canal about 180 
feet, we have about 180-foot head on a 1,400-foot run of pipe to the 
a on end of our orchard. We have a very high pressure. 

Senator Warxkins. That is interesting. It is a development in irri- 
gation that I have not seen used much in my State. They just let it 
run down furrows. 

Mr. Moore. That is all right, if you have lots of water. 

Senator Warkins. Three acre-feet of water is allowed by the State 
engineer under our State law, but fruit land, gravelly benchland uses 
up to 4 and 5 and 6 acre-feet per acre. 

Mr. Moore. I might add that our land has a fall of about 4 feet to 
the 100, and in that light soil if you try to run water down the hill you 
get all your soil at the bottom end of your orchard and you have too 
much water at the upper end and nothing at the bottom. 

Senator Corpon. Thank you very much, Mr. Moore. 


Senator Warxkins. How much more is it going to cost you to get this 
extra water per acre? Did you say $10.50 per acre is the annual 
charge? That is what your charges are now? 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 
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Senator Warxkrns. If you get this extra water what will that cost 
you? 

Mr. Moore. I think it will cost approximately the same. 

Senator Watkins. You will have $21 ¢ 

Mr. Moore. No, it will be approximately $10.50. You will have to 
ask Mr. Nelson. 

Mr. Netson. We are figuring charges of $10 and $11, $10.75 per 
acre per year on new land and $11. 50 on the old land. 

Senator Warxtns. It will cost you $10.50 for 1 acre-foot. How are 
you going to get that extra ¢ 

Mr. Moore. From the project. 

Mr. Netson. Their annual rates will continue about the same as they 
ure now. Our repayments, you see, are figured over the long pull. I 
think he is quoting you rates now and returns have been up oe high. 

Senator Warkins. I just wanted to see if the project was asible 
from the standpoint of you people paying out. 

Mr. Moore. You were not here when Mr. Nelson gave his report. 

Mr. Kenr. Under the new project the maintenance and operation 
costs will go down very definitely. Right now with the old system, the 
30-year-old system, the maintenance and operation costs are abnormal- 
ly high. 

Senator Warkins. That would account for it. If you get a new sys- 
tem it would probably bring down your cost. 

Mr. Kent. That is true. 

Senator Warkrns. So in the end I think that is a good point in favor 
of your project, you would not have to pay any more for nearly double 
the water than you are paying now ¢ 

Mr. Moore. That is right. 

Senator Warkrys. Will that include the repayment contract ? 

Mr. Moore. It includes everything. 

Senator Warkrns. How much can you stand there and still make a 
success of that kind of farming ? 

Mr. Moorr. With what we have, $10.50 an acre, we get along gen- 
erally. But if we had that extra supply of water over the valley I be- 
lieve it would increase our productivity at least 20 percent and it may 
be 25 percent. You know, these pear growers depend on late irrigation 
in order to get good quality and good size fruit. Sometimes they do 
not get it. I have seen the pears on the trees that were almost wilted 
before harvest. 

Senator Warkins. How much could they stand and still have a 
profitable operation ¢ 

Mr. Moore. It is generally just the difference between something 
and nothing. I do not know about the pear people. 

Senator Warkrys. What will an average acre of peaches produce 
in ‘the way of profit over and above all your costs and expenses? 

Mr. Moore. $5 an acre does not make much difference when you are 
getting $1,000 worth of peaches off it. 

Senator Warkrns. That is what I would naturally conclude but 
you do not have $1,000 of profit on that acre of peaches, do you? 

Mr. Moore. The $1,000 is not a profit, no. 

Senator Warkrns. What would be your profit ? 

Mr. Moore. About 50 percent. 

Senator Corpvon. What was that amount, $275,000 in 20 years? 








ROGUE RIVER BASIN RECLAMATION PROJECT, OREGON 39 


Mr. Moore. Yes. In making out my income tax I find that our net 
is just about 50 percent. 

Senator Warkins. So if you had $1,000 gross you would make $500 
per acre ‘ 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 

Senator Warkins. You do not need any power to help you folks if 
you make that kind of money. 

Mr. Moors. They do not all do that. 

Senator Warkins. Are you the exception in that area / 

Mr. Moore. I do not know. 

Senator Warkins. What does the average farmer make? 

Mr. Moore. The clover growers can run about 3 or 4 cows on an acre 
of pasture. The grain farmers can get from 20 to 40 or 51 bushels of 
wheat per acre. 

Senator Warkins. That is not a very good crop. 

Mr. Moore. It is about what the average is, I think. 

On those small acreages their expense is high. They do not have 
the amount of land so that they can afford to ‘have heavy machinery 
to handle it. The same way with the hay, they cannot raise hay 
economically on those small tracts because the water is high and the 
irrigation expenses are prety high, because most of them are not very 
well equipped to distribute their water and it takes a lot of hand labor, 
and a good crop of hay in that valley is from 4 to 5 tons to the acre 
in a year. 

Senator Warkrins. What is hay worth per acre ? 

Mr. Moore. $25 to $30. 

Senator Warkins. That is alfalfa, clover ? 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 

Senator Warkrns. Now the power is bought by the same people 
who buy the water; is that true? 

Mr. Moore. No. 

Senator Warxtns. Who will buy the power? 

Mr. Moore. We have a representative here who will explain about 
the power. But I could just say it will be contracted for by the local 
power company. 

Senator Warxrys. The local power company distributes to your 
farmers, too? 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 

Senator Warkrns. In the end the same people who pay for the 
power also pay for the water ? 

Mr. Moore. That is right. 

Senator Warxrns. So it does not make any difference whether we 
charge you more for power and less for water ? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, it does. 

Senator Watkins. The community pays the bill. 

Mr. Moore. It is better to keep it separate. 

Senator Warxrns. I mean from the standpoint of Congress looking 
at it. We have arguments that come in like this: Why should the 
power users pay a subsidy to irrigators ? 

Senator Corpon. In that whole area the ability of everybody to buy 

wer and everything else depends on the prosperity of the farmer. 

oes it not? 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 
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Senator Warkrns. I am talking from the standpoint of national 
policy. As a matter of fact, the area pays for the power and the 
water. 

Mr. Moorr. You know more about national policy than I do. I 
cannot tell vou those things. 

Senator Warkins. What sometimes irks me a bit is to have some 
people come in and say you are not going to allow the power users 
to subsidize the farmers on irrigation; they ought to pay for it them- 
selves and if they cannot pay for it it is not feasible. I do not agree 
with that argument at all because if the area takes care of it whose 
business is it as long as you pay the bill 

Mr. Moore. If I could say anything to make the thing seem more 
feasible to Congress I would like to do it, but there are other people 
here who can explain it better than I can. 

Senator Cornon. We shall be al: id now to hear from Mr. Kent. 


STATEMENT OF R. M. KENT, SECRETARY-MANAGER, TALENT 
IRRIGATION DISTRICT 


Mr. Kenv. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, my name 
is R. M. Kent. I have been since April 1, 1939, secretary-manager of 
the Talent Irrigation District, the district which I believe is the prin- 
cipal beneficiary of this proposed project. 

I have a short statement here prepared which, with the permission 
of the chairman, I should like to read. 

These statements were prepared independently of each other, so 
if there isa paragraph here and there which seems repetitious I ask the 
indulgence of the committee. 

Lands now comprising the Talent Irrigation District lie in the 
upper portion of the valley of Bear Creek, a tributary of the Rogue 
River, in southwestern Oregon. Though various trappers and 
explorers had traversed this section as early as 1825, it was not until 
1851 that the first settlers entered the valley, taking up land under the 
donation claim laws. 

The first long, hot summer, turning the pasture grasses brown in 
June, demonstrated the need for irrigation if agriculture was to be 
sustained and various irrigation works, utilizing water from small 
tributaries, were undertaken. In the summer of 1852, on land now 
within the boundaries of this district Jacob Wagner applied the first 
irrigation water used in Oregon. 

I should like to explain here a little discrepancy. The year 1851 
has been used by previous speakers. It is quite true that there were 
a couple of priorities in 1851 there but so far as we can determine 
the first water actually applied on the land was in 1852. 

Senator Cornon. Mr. Kent, may I interrupt you a moment? I 
would like to get my scheduling down here at this time, if I may. It 
is just a few minutes now until noon. The Senate takes up at noon 
and it is difficult to hold a hearing of this character while the Senate 
is in session. We will continue beyond noon to see if we can finish. 

Mr. Kenr. One hundred years later, the Oregon Reclamation Con- 
gress, statewide association of irrigation and drainage districts, 
erected a monument commemorating the event, and on October 27, 
1952, this monument was dedicated by Governor Douglas McKay now 
Secretary of the Interior. 
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Contrary to the idea prevalent in some parts of the East that rain- 
fall is practically continuous in Oregon, this section has a semi-arid 
climate. Annual precipitation at the State experiment station at 
Talent, where records have been kept since 1913, averages 17.53 inches, 
of which only about 15 percent falls in the growing season, and many 
years none at all in the hot months of July and August when crop 
requirements are at a maximum. 

Dering these 2 months, daytime temperatures of 100 degrees and 
over are not uncommon, though nights are generally cool. Extreme- 
ly low humidity which prevails during the warm months makes the 
heat less noticeable to the human population, but at the same time 
increases the rate of evaporation from plant life and from the soil, 
and consequently the need for water to replace the loss. 

Summer flow of Bear Creek and its tributaries is low, with many 
of the smaller streams failing completely by mid-July, and all avail- 
able streamflow was soon taken up by the early settlers. 

Latecomers taking up land were limited to the raising of grain 
and one-crop hay, which, maturing early, needs no irrigation. The 
great contrast in production between irrigated and dry land created 
among the dry farmers a constantly increasing demand and search 
for ways and means to irrigate their land. This could only be done 
through the construction of dams and reservoirs to store winter run- 
off and no medium to handle this type of development existed until 
the passage, in 1917, of the Oregon Irrigation District laws. 

During the next decade, many irrigation districts were formed, 
among them the Talent Irrigation District, which, with its 2 storage 
reservoirs and canal system to irrigate approximately 10,400 acres, 
was completed in 1926. 

For the first few years the water supply was fairly adequate, with 
the exception of the disaster years of 1931 and 1934, when annual 
rainfall was less than 12 inches, the reservoirs failed to fill and the 
district was out of water in early July 

Up to the start of World War II, the number and size of district- 
irrigated tracts remained fairly constant. Then, with the war came 
a great shift in population from East and Middle West to the west 
coast, and this section has had its full share of these newcomers, 
many of them veterans and most of whom have purchased small tracts 
and built homes. 

To supply the demand for such homesites, many of the larger 
acreages have been subdivided and sold piecemeal. In 1940 there 
were in this district 410 tracts of 10 acres or less, whereas at the pres- 
ent time there are 746 tracts in this category. 

It is a recognized principle in irrigation that smaller tracts take 
much more water in proportion to the size than the larger ones. A 40- 
acre field, for example, broken up into eight 5-acre places, with 
different owners each of whom has his own idea of how to apply 
the water, will use up to 50 percent more water than the whole acre- 
age did while under 1 owner. 

It follows, therefore, that this district’s water supply, once fairly 
adequate, is no longer sufficient to supply present-day requirements. 
Even in good years when storage reservoirs are full at the season’s 
beginning, the canals and laterals are of insufficient capacity to 
supply the increased demand. I would like to emphasize that. 
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There are in addition, within reach of the present canal system, 
some 8,000 acres of good land, the owners of which elected to stay 
out of the district at the time of its or ganization. Present owners of 
practically all of this dry land now “desire irrigation, which they 
cannot get from the present system. 

We have, then, this situation: Over 10,000 acres of land with an 
inadequate water supply and distribution system and 8,000 acres of 
land with no water supply; on the partially irrigated land, 232 
owners of more than 10 acres each, most of whom make their entire 
living from their farms; and 746 owners of 10 acres or less, most of 
whom must have outside employment in order to subsist. 

The economy of this area has two principal bases: Agriculture 
and lumbering. ‘Timber is being cut considerably in excess of its 
sustained-yield basis, and when, in the not too distant future, che 
privately owned timber stands are exhausted and only the national 
forests and a few tree farms rem: Lin, those payrolls which depend on 
lumbering will inevitably drop, leaving agriculture to take up the 
burden. This it cannot do without a greatly increased water supply. 

To support a family on a small acreage, some crop of high yield 
and ready sale must be raised, and for this an adequate and ‘depe ond- 
able water supply is essential, and with such a supply, berries, some 
small fruits, lettuce, radishes, cabbage, and other truck crops yield 
high returns. The local cannery now runs a short season on tomatoes, 
pears, and peaches, and would be glad to handle peas, beans, sweet 
corn and other vegetables when a depend: able supply is assured. 

To sum up: With an irrigation supply such as will be assured by 
the Talent project, this section can reasonably expect to support its 
already greatly increased and constantly increasing population. 
Without this development, the outlook for the future is not bright. 

Senator Corvon. Thank you very much, Mr. Kent. That was an 
excellent statement. 

Senator Warkrins. I agree that it is a very fine statement. 

IT am curious about one operation there that has nothing particu- 
larly to do with the water, if the Chair will indulge me. How 
is the spraying done on these small tracts? Does es ich farmer have 
one of his own? 

Mr. Kenr. There are quite a few; but there are quite a few that 
do customwork, go out and spray by the tract. 

Senator Warxrns. I know in the Imperial Valley they have cus- 
tomworkers that go out. Some farmers do not own any machinery 
atall. It is all done by customworkers. 

Mr. Kenr. I would say that the greater proportion of these farm- 
ers own their own equipment. When you get down to 3 or 4 acres 
they cannot afford to do it. They get this customwork done. 

Mr. Moore. In my own case I do not find it necessary or even 
profitable to own any machinery. I hire everything done. 

Senator Warxrins. That may account for your success in making 
a profitable venture out of it. 

That is all I have to ask. I was curious how they get along with 
those small acreages. 

Mr. Kent. I have a couple of small books of pictures which I have 
prepared which may give you an idea. 

Senator Corvon. Thank you very much. We will put those in the 
files. 
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Now, Mr. Hoffbuhr, | understand that you are manager of the 
Medford Irrigation District, 1 of the 3 that will be beneficiaries of a 
project of this character and that you people are interested in amend- 
atory legislation which will give you an opportunity to rehabilitate 
the present irrigation works upon which you will have to depend for 
the use of any water you might get and on which you now have to 
depend for any water. 


STATEMENT OF J. A. HOFFBUHR, SECRETARY-MANAGER, MEDFORD 
IRRIGATION DISTRICT 


Mr. Horrsunr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Chairman, as you have heard from previous testimony, the two 
lower districts, namely the Medford and Rogue River Irrigation Dis- 
tricts, will receive 9,000 acre-feet of water from the Talent division 
project. To realize the maximum beneficial use of that water it will 
o necessary to rehabilitate our systems. ‘Therefore, I wish to in- 
troduce an amendment to Senate bill 3134, namely : 

Add the following beginning on line 3 of page 2: 


The Secretary is further authorized to undertake the rehabilitation of works 
of the Medford and Rogue River Valley Irrig zation Districts as under the pro- 


visions of the Act of October 7, 1949 (63 Stat. 724), as amended. 


2. Line 5, substitute the words “Talent division” for the words 


“works authorized in the first section of this Act.” 

Senator Corpon. Now, just what would that do? Maybe Mr. Nel- 
son could doa better job of telling us. 

Mr. Netson. Mr. Witmer is here, our attorney. 

Senator Corpvon. He is the man we want. 


STATEMENT OF T. R. WITMER, LEGISLATIVE ATTORNEY, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


Mr. Wirmer. My name is T. R. Witmer, legislative attorney, De- 
partment of the Interior. 

The amendment to which reference has just been made would au- 
thorize the Secretary to undertake for the Medford and Rogue River 
districts the same sort of rehabilitation work and in the same manner 
that he would be authorized now to undertake that work if these dis- 
tricts’ works had been constructed as Federal reclamation projects. 
They have not been so constructed, consequently the Department of 
the Interior cannot give the districts the aid which they desire. 

Senator Warkrys. What particular aid do they desire ? 

Mr. Wirmer. I was just going to say that Mr. Nelson and other 
witnesses would be able to describe the aid. My purpose is merely to 
point out to you the legal foundation that is being laid for it. 

Senator Corpon. Then this amendment would be author ity for the 
Bureau of Reclamation to do for and in these districts and particularly 
Rogue River and Medford districts, the sort of rehabilitation or better- 
ment that the Bureau is authorized to do, had the original work of 
reclamation and irrigation been done under the national reclamation 
law / 

Mr. Wirmer. That is right. 
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Senator Corpon. These amendments go no further than cc put the 
districts in the position they would have been in had the work been 
done at the e xpense of the Government in the first place anc they had 

paid to the Government under the repayment provisions of the Recla 
athens law / 

Mr. Wrrmer. That is entirely correct. 

Senator Warkins. Whatever aid he gives them, that 1s. 17 it is sub 
stantial aid—in the matter of advice there would not be ary cost for 
it-—_I take it for granted that it would be reimbursed ? 

Mr. Wirmer. Entirely reimbursable. 

May I add also, so there is complete underst anding, that the Secre- 
tary’s report on the district’s ability to pay and his propos] for the 
contract will, under the terms of the act, have to lie before the two 
legisaltive committees for 60 days suhaae any action is taken except 
In clreumstances spelled out in the law. 

Senator Corpon. Is there anything further / 

Mr. Nelson, can you help us now by indicating the need for this 
ort of thing, f you are qui alified to do that from your studies there ? 

Mr. Nenson. Yes, sir. It might be ap propriate to point out the 
physical works of the twa districts that do require rehabilitation. 

We have explained in connection with the Talent division the works 
associated with that district. It happens that by virtue of adding the 
new construction the Talent district would become a Federal reclama- 
tion project and in the process of this district’s works would be reha- 
hilitated. Now the Rogue River Valle »y and the Medford district 
obtain their water sup ply primarily from Four Mile Lake Reservoir 
and Fish Lake Reservoir, one being on the Klamath side and the other 
on the Rogue River side. Water in the Four Mile Lake Reservoir is 
released to a diversion canal in the Fish Lake Reservoir which is 
regulated and then down Little Butte Creek. 

Senator Corpon. Is there a tunnel or anything where the water is 
conducted across the divide, or is the divide lower than the tribut: ary 
area ¢ 

Mr. Nevson. There is a gravity flow open-cut canal at this point, 
across the divide. 

Senator Cornon. Is the gravity flow from Four Mile Reservoir down 

Fish Lake Reservoir? 

Mr. Netson. That is right. 

Senator Corpon. Even where it crosses the main divide ? 

Mr. Netson. Yes. Water is released down the Little Butte Creek. 
The diversion canal starts as a common facility to the two districts, 
and in the process, picks up not only releases from the two reservoirs 
but picks up the South Fork of Little Butte Creek then on down to the 
Bradshaw drop. 

Senator Corvon. Your proposed works under the Talent project 
contemplates a diversion from the South Fork of Little Butte Creek, 
the carrying of that water along with others over to the Hyatt Prairie 
Reservoir. Would that diversion of water to the Talent district seri- 
ously interfere with the flow that would be available for the northern 
district ? 

Mr. Netson. No. sir; for the reason, Mr. Chairman, that this diver- 
sion would be made during the period of high runoff when all of these 
creeks are carrying more than the district can use and there is no stor- 
age down there to be filled. So there would be no interference with 
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storage. So that does not interfere with the water supply of Medford 
and Rogue River districts, but picks it up earlier. 

Senator Watkins. How does this area in here in yellow get its 
water ¢ 

Mr. Netson. That area will get its water through the collection 
system diverting into Bear Creek. 

Senator Warkins. Is this a canal? 

Mr. Netson. Yes, that is a release from the Hyatt Prairie Reservoir. 

ene Watkins. You have no legend to indicate canals 

Mr. Newson. No. It has been labeled Hyatt Prairie delivery canal. 

I got down as far as Bradshaw drop on the rehabilitation descrip- 
tion which carries all the water for the two districts. At Bradshaw 
drop two canals take out. The Medford Canal, the higher of the 
two, serves the Medford Irrigation District and comes all the way 
down and crosses the Bear Creek at that point. Then also there is 
the Phoenix Canal which diverts directly from Bear Creek and goes 
on down on the west side of the Medford District. The Hopkins 
Canal is the lower of the two canals. These all built by a private 
enterprise, and not by the Government. Hopkins Canal takes out 
at the same common diversion point and takes the balance of avail 
able water to the Rogue River Valley District. 

Now the Bureau of Reclamation has examined and has prepared 
a report separately from the construction report for the Talent divi- 
sion on the need for rehabilitation for Medford and Rogue River 
Valley Districts. It has been divided into two categories. The 
Bureau examined the major works that are used by both districts as 
well as major works on the two canals. They consist of structures 
such as siphons, flumes, spillways. 

in the days when these works were built they did not have avail- 
able modern construction techniques or materials. They did not 
build reinforced concrete siphons as we build them now. Canal 
linings need to be replaced. The concrete has deteriorated and Four 
Mile Lake Reservoir spillway needs to be replaced. A spillway was 
built in Fish Lake Reservoir and was never lined. It was excavated 
and the unlined excavation is unused. They do not dare let water 
down it, but must keep an operator there full time to keep water 
from going down that spillway. 

It has been concluded that about $724,000 worth of work would 
bring major structures up to modern standards, such as replace the 
concrete in Four-Mile Lake spillway and bring Fish Lake spillway 
up to present engineering standards, and accomplish other major 

canal repairs. That totals about $724,000. 

Over and above the major items in both districts there is a whole 
series of small items such as replacement of spillways, lining repairs 
on the two canals after they get down into the districts, “totaling 
about 20,000 lineal feet, and replacement of wooden delivery struc- 
tures, pipelines that are now wood and need to be replaced with 
concrete. 

That amount of work within the two districts would total about 
$998,000 so that the total rehabilitation to put both districts in first 
class shape would be about $1,712,000. 

The Bureau has suggested, and I think it is generally agreed, that 
the kind of work that can be efficiently done by contract would be 
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the larger items, such as siphons and spillway repair, and things of 
that kind. All other minor jobs in both districts could more effi- 
ciently be done by the districts themselves. They have an existing 
organization. They do not require complicated supervision and 
overhead. 

Senator Watkins. Are they able to finance that themselves / 

Mr. Netson. I will come to that. 

The districts now are faced with a rather high operation and main- 
tenance cost because of the deteriorated condition of the district works 
and except for the technicality that they are not Federal projects they 
would qualify as well as or better than most projects in my experience 
we have been called on to rehabilitate. It would be possible by using 
the repayment rate they are now using to completely repay to the 
Government the cost of the rehabilitation within 40 years or less. 

Senator Warxrns. Is it contemplated to rehabilitate the entire sys- 
tem ¢ 

Mr. Netson. The entire system would be rebuilt. Now if the pro- 
visions of the Rehabilitation and Betterment Act now available to 
the Bureau, were made applicable to these two districts, so that for 
purposes of rehabilitation they can be considered a Federal project, 
then the Secretary, exactly as he has for other districts, could work 
out with those districts a division of what work the Government would 
do by contract and what work the districts would handle themselves. 
The need is for immediate financing to get the whole job done within 
a reasonable period of time. The districts could assess and finance all 
work but they would of necessity have to spread the program over 
such a long period of time that when Talent division supplemental 
water becomes available they would not be in a position to use it. So 
it becomes a financing proposal to get the job done in a short period 
of time. They have the repayment ability to contract for and repay 
it just the way the Federal projects do. 

Senator Warkrys. On that work you say they can do it better 
themselves. Are they going to have the Federal Government pay 
them for doing it and then repay the Federal Government ? 

Mr. Nexson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Corvon. In other words, it would be as though the Govern- 
ment contrac ted the work to be done for the district, the Government 
pays the money and the district pays it on a repayment contract ? 

Mr. Netson. Yes. 

Senator Corpon. Is that what is generally done in other rehabilita- 
tion cases ? 

Mr. Netson. We have done it that way. 

Senator Warkrins. You would enter into a contract with the Med- 
ford Irrigation District to rehabilitate their plant, you would do the 
job or would you open it for bids? 

Mr. Netson. We would open all the work for bids that would be 
feasible for construction that way. 

Senator Watkins. What do you mean by their doing it themselves ? 

Mr. Netson. Such as the minor items of canal lining and struc- 
tures. Here and there it would be possible to draw up a specification 
that would be attractive to contractors. 

Mr. Horrsvnr. Might I add a statement here which will probably 
clarify the point as to the difficulty in contracting this work ? 
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Your concrete lining work on the laterals has to be done during 
a short period at the end of the irrigation season and the beginning 
of the frost season. 

Senator Warkins. Do you have a heavy frost in that area? 

Mr. Horrsunr. No. 

Senator Warxrns. What does the temperature go down to in the 
winter ¢ 

Mr. Horrsunre. On an average winter approximately 15 or 20. 

Senator Warkins. It goes below freezing ? 

Mr. Horrsunr. Yes. 

Senator Warkins. You have a period in the winter when you can- 
not work at all? 

Mr. Horrsunr. That is right. This work has to be closely coordi- 
nated with the irrigation work and the beginning of the frost season. 

Senator Warkins. What is your altitude / 

Mr. Horrsunr. About 1,260 feet above sea level. 

Mr. Netson. The Bureau does follow the policy of contracting work 
wherever it is possible to do so. We would follow that policy here. 
Under the provisions of the Rehabilitation Act the Secretary would 
follow prescribed procedure by submitting the program usually by 
units to the committee for approval. The work, of course, would have 
to be justified. Work that is not attractive to contractors, work that 
involves small laterals and which interferes with irrigation oper- 
ations where extremely close working relationship with the farmers, 
and water users are required, probably could best be handled by the 
districts because they are canis the water on one hand and they 
have the responsibility for performing the work on the other. But the 
major structures, siphons, and spillways and so on, not only take en- 
gineering design to begin with, specifications, but very close super- 
vision ol 'imadanetion, also. I can assure you that the Bureau would 
also supervise the competency of the work that the district would do. 

Senator Warkins. I have some questions about power. Who will 
build the powerplants ? 

Mr. Netson. The Bureau of Reclamation. 

Senator Watkins. Who will operate them ? 

Mr. Netson. That will be operated also by the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

Senator Warkins. How many powerplants will they have? 

Mr. Netson. Just one. That is the powerplant between the reser- 
voirs. 

Senator Warxrns. What will be the output? 

Mr. Netson. 16,000 kilowatts is the preferred plan. 

Senator Warkins. Would it not be cheaper to let the districts buy 
the power project and operate it themselves than having the Federal 
Government owning the power project? 

Mr. Netson. It might well be. 

Senator Warns. I do not know why we do not have authority in 
this bill to let them get the power as well as the water. 

Senator Corpon. I had not given any thought to that. 

Mr. Neuson. As a matter of fact, the proposed design for this pro- 
vides that since there is one customer, the plant will largely be an out- 
door installation with automatic controls. I imagine that question 
of operation could be worked out. 
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Senator Warkins. If the Government does not have any other plant 
in there it would seem to me to be very unwise for the Government to 
operate the facility. We would have to have Government employees 
down there. 

Mr. Horrsunr. I think that plans are at the present time for the 
power company to operate the powerplant by remote control from 
their Ashland plant. 

Senator Warkxins. Then the Government would not be operating it ? 

Mr. Netson. No. 

Senator Warkins. Who owns the power ¢ 

Mr. Netson. The Government would have title to the plant. 

Senator Warkins. I do not see any reason why they should not 
buy it, no matter who they are, and operate it. 

Senator Corpon. It is the old question that you and I have dis- 
cussed many times and in which we are in entire agreement. Once 
the people who are beneficiaries of the project have paid the Govern- 
ment back in full, then they ought to own the project. 

Senator Warkrns. That is right, and if they have a power project 
they should have the whole thing. In Utah they have a reclamation 
project in which there is a small powerplant; they own that. Inci- 
dentally it will be expanded and enlarged later on. At that time we 
will have a question raised again of who will operate those. But if 
the people are going to pay for them and maintain them I do not see 
any reason why the Government should be in the power business. 

Mr. Horrscuur. Before we sit down here I wonder if we can make 
one more point. We will be speaking of the Rogue River and Medford 
Irrigation Districts. I thought it well, as long as we are up, to explain 
that from Bradshaw Drop back to Four Mile Lake Reservoir the 
facilities in that section are jointly owned by the Rogue River and 
Medford Irrigation Districts. The two districts separate at Bradshaw 
Drop and the area lying above the Hopkins C anal is Medford Canal 
and the district below the Hopkins Canal is the Rogue River District. 

Senator Warkrns. Are all these districts going to be benefited by 
this project ? 

Mr. Horrsunr. Yes. 

Senator Warkins. They are all going to sign repayment contracts ? 

Mr. Horreunr. That is right. 

Senator Warkins. Those are the entities that will be signing the 
contract ¢ 

Mr. Horrsunr. That is right. 

Senator Warkins. You do not have an overall water-users asso- 
ciation made up of those districts, do you ? 

Mr. Horreunr. I am the manager of the Medford Irrigation Dis- 
trict. The operation of all three ‘districts is ver y closely integrated. 
The deliveries of water and everything concerned are all tied in 
together. 

Senator Warxrins. Why do you not make a mutual water-users asso- 
ciation and have it sign with the Government? That is the way we 
did it in Utah. 

Senator Corpon. Mr. Dominy, you have had considerable experience 
in this type of operation, have you not? 

Mr. Domtny. Yes. 
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Senator Corvon. Have you anything further that you can add that 
will clarify this situation that has now been presented the cure for 
which has been offered in the way of amendments to the present bill? 


STATEMENT OF FLOYD E. DOMINY, CHIEF, IRRIGATION DIVISION, 
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 


Mr. Dominy. The plan as proposed here for the district to contract 
and carry out a sizable portion of the rehabilitation and betterment 
work required is of the type authorized by the Rehabilitation and 
Betterment Act. We have used that to very good advantage in about 
10 or 12 projects for rehabilitation now. It has worked extremely 
well because rehabilitation and betterment work has to be carried out 
in very close correlation with the delivery of water just prior to 
the delivery in the spring and just prior to and subsequent to the 
close of the season in the fall. Occasionally there is work that can 
be done by drying up one canal or lateral during the irrigation season. 
If the irrigation district can work that out and use its own forces to 
perform those construction features, it is much better. 

The Salt River project, for example, is working on a $6-million 
rehabilitation and betterment program, with practically all of the 
work being contracted for by the district itself, and the North Platte 
project as well. So I am sure this is the right way to go about the 
rehabilitation and betterment plan, and it is of the type specifically 
authorized in the Rehabilitation and Betterment Act. 

Mr. Horrsunr. Mr. Chairman, I have a statement I have prepared 
here as to the reason for this amendment. I can either submit it 
or read it. 

Senator Corpon. I think we have the general idea. If there is no 
objection, I will have you submit it for the record. It will be printed 
in the record. We wil] have the benefit of it, and we may be able to 
save a little bit of time. The explanation of the amendment has also 
been fairly well covered. 

(The statement referred to is as follows :) 


STATEMENT OF J. A. HOFFBUTIR, SECRETARY-MANAGER, MEDFORD IRRIGATION DISTRICT 


I consider it a very fortunate opportunity to introduce this report to your 
committee on behalf of the boards of directors of the Medford and Rogue River 
Irrigation Districts and the 2,000 or more water users that will receive direct 
benefits from the rehabilitation of these districts. 

This rehabilitation report was compiled by request of and in cooperation with 
the two districts in their sincere effort to obtain the assistance of the Bureau 
of Reclamation in rehabilitating the facilities of their district. This is not a 
new project. Investigations and reports have been compiled previously by vari- 
ous engineering firms, the Oregon State engineer, the Bureau of Reclamation, 
and their opinions and recommendations are similar in expressing the necessity 
for rehabilitation to insure water deliveries to the valley, eliminate high opera- 
tion, maintenance, and replacement expense, and to increase the operational 
efficiency of the district. The special report prepared by the Bureau of Reclama- 
tion details the present condition of the irrigation structures and supply canals, 
also the necessity for this supplement to the Talent division project, and may be 
found in their rehabilitation report of these districts. 

A brief history of the two districts is necessary to determine the reasons for 
the existing conditions of the systems and the present need for rehabilitation. 
In 1898 the need for irrigation waters became apparent to the farmers in the 
valley to assist in establishing an agricultural economy and to realize the 
maximum agricultural benefits of their lands. The Fish Lake Ditch Co. was 
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formed in 1898 and the original canals and conveyance structures were con- 
structed by the farmers with teams of horses and the pick-and-shovel method. 
The system constructed was proven inadequate to supply the increased demand 
for water by the farmers. Enlargements were made in 1908, 1915, 1916, and 
the system was still found to be inadequate. In 1917,the Medford Irrigation 
District was formed and the system was enlarged again. The original alinement 
was retained and portions of the upper system were enlarged to accommodate a 
capacity of 175 cubie feet per second. The wood flumes were converted to 
Lennon-type metal flumes with wood substructures. These original structures 
are still in use. The two large wood siphons were also constructed in 1917 
and nearly all of the original material is still in place, but deterioration has 
had its effect. The entire agricultural income of the 14,000 irrigated acres in 
these two districts is dependent upon the success or failure of these antiquated 
structures, and they are conveyance structures on the main supply canal to the 
valley. 

The upper canal system between Lake Creek and Bradshaw Drop is subjected to 
a side-hill location for its entire length of 15°%4 miles, and due to the inadequacies 
and lack of proper equipment in the early days of construction the excavation 
was held to a minimum, the result being an inadequate lower-bank section. 
These bank sections, through thirty-odd years of scouring from hydraulic action, 
have been reduced to a very thin section in many places, which accounts for the 
excessive seepage losses along this section of canal. The operation of this 
canal is very hazardous and the districts have experienced complete outages 
due to washouts once in each of the past 4 years. The Medford Irrigation 
District is centrally located in the Rogue River Valley. Its being adjacent to 
the city of Medford has been the contributing factor for the extensive subdivision 
of the district lands into suburban tracts. Of the grand total of 1,342 tracts on 
the tract-ownership basis, 80 percent are 5 acres or less and 45 percent are 
1 acre or less. This condition has increased tremendously since the war years, 
with war veterans attempting to establish themselves a home and supplement 
their outside income by preducing some of their agricultural necessities. The 
increased number of war veterans in this locality has been encouraged by the 
tremendous number of military personnel processed by the Army during World 
War IT at Camp White, located nearby, and their return after the war. The 
Veterans’ Administration officials estimate 10,000 war veterans reside in Jackson 
County. This breakdown of tracts also contributes to the high annual assess- 
ment rates of the district. The contrast becomes apparent between the large- 
tract agricultural district with a simple distribution system and the small 
suburban-tract district with the complex distribution system which has enlarged 
and extended at a higher rate than the increase in annual per-acre levy, the 
latter being prevalent within our district. The assessment rate of the Medford 
Irrigation District at the present time is the highest in the State of Oregon, 
due to the increased expenditure caused by these conditions, although regardless 
of the high annual assessment rate, the district’s delinquency rate in the past 15 
years has been negligible. 

The districts in recent years have been faced with an increased water re- 
quirement per acre due to the increase in number of tract units being served. 
This condition is obvious as the units become smaller and the water users be- 
come more numerous creating a loss of efficiency in water handling and an 
increase in water consumption. On the other hand, the district’s facilities are 
becoming older and more antiquated each year. Therefore the capacity is grad- 
ually reduced as well as presenting hazardous operating conditions and an 
increase in operating expenditure due to the additional man-hours and equip- 
ment involved patrolling these facilities to reduce the operating risk of a system 
in this condition. 

It is during the July and August period that demand for water is at maximum. 
It is a recognized fact that in the past, canal and structure failures have oc- 
curred during the peak delivery period when the supply canals are being forced to 
carry full capacities, due to the extreme high temperatures and low humidity com- 
mon to this locality. Orchard requirements are heavy due to preharvest irriga- 
tions to size the fruit for prime quality and forage crops, being generally Ladino 
clover, requiring very frequent irrigations during this period due to very shallow 
rooting. It is entirely possible that a major outage for a 10-day interval during 
this period would reduce the agricultural income of these districts 50 percent. 
This income is very essential to the valley, being one of the basic principles of 
the general valley economy. 
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Within the limits of the two districts, the lands presently being irrigated are 
distributed in a checkerboard fashion as can be observed on the map. The 
distribution systems of both districts include several thousand acres of dry 
land that due to the limited water supply have never been irrigated. Therefore 
the demand for additional water on new land is heavy. A large portion of this 
dry land could be served by the existing works with only minor development costs, 
providing additional water was developed or made available. 

The Talent division report provides for 9,000 acre-feet annually to be fur- 
nished under a 9-E contract and to be divided between the districts on the terms 
of our present working agreement. It is obvious that due to the increased de- 
mand for irrigation and the district’s need for additional revenue, that a program 
of utilization of new water and the elimination of present water losses be 
initiated, so that additional new lands may be considered to convert the presently 
nonproducing dry lands to fine irrigated forage lands and orchards. 

An example is the aforementioned canal between Lake Creek and Bradshaw 
Drop where losses also are heavy but due to the lack of flow data on this section, 
it is impossible to express it percentagewise or in annual acre-feet, although 
immediately below this section of canal are several ranches otherwise dry being 
irrigated by our seepage losses. This water occupies space in our reservoirs 
and canais but does not reach the valley floor. If this condition is allowed to 
exist, the loss will increase and the banks will become too narrow to reinforce and 
will have to be reconstructed at a cost far in excess of the estimated reinforcing 
cost of $94,500 and this does not take into consideration the value of the water 
lost during the interval. This presents a very serious problem for the two lower 
districts for the construction of the Talent division project eliminates the feasi- 
bility of developing any future water supply on the South Fork of Little Butte 
Creek by impounding runoff water. This water will be diverted to Howard 
Prairie Reservoir under the proposed project plan. 

In view of the facts above, it makes it necessary to eliminate all excessive 
losses by seepage or otherwise to realize the immediate and full extent of the 
water and benefits made available by the Talent division project. 

The construction work involved in this additional rehabilitation is of a simple 
nature and includes very little engineering work and can all be constructed by 
district forces during the off-irrigation seasons. The district personnel is very 
well qualified for this type of work as a result of many years experience in this 
field. The districts can realize a tremendous saving in expense by performing 
this work themselves in view of the fact it would provide off-season employment 
for district personnel, it would eliminate the cost of training contractors’ em- 
ployees and also eliminate the contractors’ costs for overhead and profit. Due 
to the indefinite period of canal operation, being governed by seasonal weather 
conditions, the coordination of canal operation and the rehabilitation work would 
be extremely difficult for a contractor. It is for these reasons that the districts 
desire to obtain only financial assistance to perform the work outlined below. 


CONCRETE LATERAL LINING AND CONCRETE PIPELINES 


The laterals and sublaterals of the district due to the local topography are 
subjected to an excessive gradient resulting in high velocities. As a result of 
thirty-odd years of use, the scouring action of the water has cause¢i severe cut- 
ting and washing of the soil. At the present time some of these laterals are 
wider than the 10-foot easements originally obtained by the district. The dis- 
tricts are liable for damage outside of their easement limits from adjacent prop- 
erty owners. This present a condition adverse to efficient and accurate control 
of the water. Laterals with fill sections are badly perforated from ground 
rodents, causing leakage which accounts for a heavy distribution loss. These 
lateral conditions may be eliminated by concrete piping and lining. 


CONCRETE CHECKS AND TURNOUTS 


The district maintains laterals and turnouts for the 1,560 tracts within the 
district and, due to its economic inability to keep pace with the subdivision of 
the tracts, many of the controlling facilities are of temporary construction. 
These temporary structures contribute to the loss of water through leakage and 
inability to control the water efficiently. 
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FLUMES 


The Bureau of Reclamation has included in its report all major flumes on the 
main canal but did not include the minor ones due to the impracticability of 
contract construction on this size of structure. There are 5 metal flumes with 
wood substructures and ranging in size from No. 120 to No. 1382, and lengths 
from 60 to 159 lineal feet. ‘These flumes are part of the original construction 
and the condition is similar to the larger structures. The capacity of these 
flumes is adequate and would be replaced in kind. 


CONCRETE SPILLWAYS 


The present spillways are a portion of the original construction with an inside 
width of 6 feet. These spillways are located at canal intersections with natural 
drainage courses and are used to bypass and discharge winter runoff waters. 
With the heavy removal of timber and the logging damage to surface areas of 
the slopes or mountains above the canal, the runoff has increased tremendously, 
leaving the present facilities inadequate. Some of these are also badly frac- 
tured, creating losses during the irrigation season. 


FARM BRIDGES 


The irrigation district is obligated to maintain and is liable for all farm bridges 
across the main canal. Twenty-four of these bridges are in need of replacement 
due to rotted and deteriorated material. 


CONCRETE LINING OF MAIN CANAI 

Cascade Canal 

The Cascade Canal is the 11-mile connection canal between Four Mile and 
Fish Lakes. It is used during the irrigation season to transfer water from Four 
Mile Lake to Fish Lake. It has a capacity of 60 cubic feet per second. The 
upper 8,000 feet traverses around a mountainside consisting of broken shale 
rock being very permeable to water and accounting largely for the present 40- 
percent seepage loss. 
Lake Creek to Bradshaw Drop 

This 15%4-mile section of canal is subjected to a steep side-hill location for its 
entire length. There is 10,500 lineal feet of this section that has water loss far 
in excess of the normal loss considered for earth canals. The causes of this 
seepage is from heavily blasted rock sections and from inadequate width of the 
lower bank sections. This canal has a capacity of 175 cubic feet per second but 
due to lack of flow data, the amount of loss cannot be determined. 


Total of estimated costs for additional rehabilitation 


Distribution system: 











Concrete lateral lining ._______ ee Sti ncn i ee ae elkstctin chen 

Concrete pipelines _........... .- pistehdeaisneidtaduhion baseex panies ae wiaaea saeadeeaeated 74, 875 

Concrete lateral checks i cabs aanigeaoas ache step back mnicen pine edaund cabal aae 15, 004 
a etabb onside uae cigar tect ok ssp sein einen ae ieee eae Nn 

Main canal below Bradshaw Drop: 

ee SS SR ot, LEE ce es Sa es 10, 200 

RE cn Rich indeate nh vi niort ls ecco aris Ge meer cine aaa 5, 280 

I I seo schas ah igsi S ears iene eke ava cad inna aL 6, 2 
edict i cabin ae i ae a ha lil 21, 680 


Concrete lining of main canal above Bradshaw Drop (Medford and 
Rogue- River Irrigation Districts) : 
Lake Creek to Brownsboro, 10,500 lineal feet, 157,500 square feet, 


I alana ke aa re ee aon taaetenet cid tie aaa 94, 500 
Cascade Canal, 8,170 lineal feet, 81,700 square feet, at $1__________ 81, 700 


Total__ ‘ case Sa as is alg ln oe ce ins ne 
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Total of estimated costs for additional rehabilitation—Continued 


Concrete lining of Hopkins Canal (Rogue River Irrigation District) : 
2,080 lineal feet, 41,666 square feet, at 60 cents_- 25, 000 





sical bait is astihiin enabaes Adak aektoantenenti sibaicetaisitiden doaaihide ceaadala ne 
PII sis Seite Neccrcttenheasiehtop Sete eens Geslaeiadceeted oi eb slain sian ieee saa 
OU. CO ai is aa ies ies att ar aici Rcacccpninenrinicnss ntitatinined ee 148, 600 
ais dean eet ae eee oe ee . DSS, 400 


Division of costs: 
Medford Irrigation District 


es a esis sag. an 
Rogue River Irrigation District___ 


ee 54, 400 


as ionamin deed 1 


Estimated detail costs for rehabilitation of main canal and distribution facilities 
not included in Bureau of Reclamation rehabilitation report of the Medford 
and Rogue River irrigation districts 


ORG Stok sa cictdevati einige satan 


Lineal feet, lining Concrete pipe 
Concrete 
Lateral in aaa 
Lineal aeons checks Lineal Size 
feet foot feet 
Inches 
E-A-A 2 1, 650 15 
E-B 1, 000 8 4 
E-C } 
E-D 4 950 8 3 3, 400 15 
E-E 2, 400 5 
E-F 6, 700 8 
E-G 2, 000 8 6 
E-I 13, 500 10 15 650 18 
E-L 2, 650 10 4 
E-O 4 
Ww-B. 3, 250 s 3 
Ww-D 3, 000 8 $ 
W-E_. ; 5, 250 10 10 
W-F. 800 8 5 
Ww-I 3 3, 500 Is 
Ww-J 4, 450 » 
W-K 17, 500 10 15 4, 400 15 
W-M ; 30 2, 000 18 
W-N ; 9, 000 10 25 
W-O._._.. 7, 600 10 10 
W-P 9, 840 10 x 
W-T. 6, 000 8 5 
Tetebinnss« clbeei 176 
' 
RECAPITULATION 
Concrete lateral lining: Square feet 
i cite a ciate i i a = 225, 000 
TO fuete 055.095 2435, dha eh te oa elas eda doe te cere: 633, 400 
CN cacti either we te 878, 400 
< $0. 60 
$527, 040 
Concrete pipelines: Linear feet 
I haces ner ete ices pin ca en thse “ wibiiubapochanstiaeienaans 11, 800 
18-inch___- Bis caer niactnia te ae pide : : lchecita 6, 150 
NT oa cttinieia tii Bi cil cearaie nh maa ca etc lacs eae 17, 950 
11,800 linear feet at $4 _--___-_--_-_ BW dade eccnsias a 
CT0e Tees Le00 Oe PEO nee sn eoeaes --- $27,675 
Concrete lateral checks (each 6 feet long, 3 feet wide, with 2-foot wing- Cost 


walls, and each containing 1.55 cubie yards of concrete) : 176 at $55__ $15, 004 
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Main canal below Bradshaw drop 


FLUMES (TO BE REPLACED OR ELIMINATED ) 


Length 

(feet) 

Dry Creek, No. 120 159 
Coal Mine, No. 152 ~ oe 
Heard, No. 152 ; ; 90 
Mud Creek, No. 132 ; : 60 
Fern Valley, No. 132 69 
Total . 510 

< $20 


$10, 200 
SPILLWAYS (TO BE ENLARGED) 
[Dimensions: 10 by 24 feet—6-foot wings—S inches] 


Cubie yards 
concrete 


Yankee Creek 16 
Howard wneerenke 16 
Owens , ‘ wenteenses 16 
Stimpson = — o 16 
Coal Mine a 16 
Bear Creek ; 16 
Total ; 96 

‘ $55 


FARM BRIDGES (TO BE REPLACED) 


Cost 
14 at $300 $4, 200 
10 at S200 5 _ 2,000 
Total — hice ticiccte:  Geaee 


Mr. Horrsunr. I also have some photographs here of the facility. 

Senator Corvon. If you will leave those they will be placed in the 
files of the committee. 

Senator Warkins. These are the present works? 

Mr. Horrsunr. That is right. 

Senator Warkrns. That is what you need to rehabilitate ? 

Mr. Horreunr. That is right. 

Senator Corpon. Now if me may hear from Mr. Root we may be 
able to get this hearing in its major aspects finished, although we are 
working on borrowed time right now and officially are not in session. 


STATEMENT OF ROBERT ROOT, FARMER, JACKSON COUNTY, OREG. 


Mr. Roor. Mr. Chairman, I have a statement which I think could be 
dispensed with. I would like to answer several questions. 

Senator Corpon. Let us make your printed statement a part of the 
record and you can highlight the statement or add to it as you may 
desire. 

Mr. Roor. Thank you very much, sir. 

(The statement referred to is as follows :) 


STATEMENT BY Ropert Roor 


The Rogue River Valley has long been world famous for its production of win- 
ter pears. However, this ability to produce the highest quality winter pears was 
not easily nor cheaply learned. In the beginning of our pear industry approxi- 
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mately 23,000 acres were planted, and of this acreage half was on wunirrigated 
land and the remainder on land that eventwailly has been irrigated. Of the 11,500 
acres originally planted on dry land, less than 5 percent remains in production, 
while nearly 95 percent of the irrigated portion is still producing pears. This 
proves without any doubt the need for an assured, adequate water supply. 

Under our present antiquated irrigation systems we, the pear producers, must 
resort to many wasteful cultural practices because of our uncertain delivery, for 
example it is necessary for us to plow under early in the spring our green cover 
crop, losing the tremendous growth of green manure that we could expect with 
sufficient guaranteed water. This clean cultivation results in a heavy soil ero- 
sion during our irrigation season and a continued erosion during the winter if an 
early fall prevents us from establishing another cover crop. In addition, all 
through the year we must fight the mud and dust alternately rather than work- 
ing on a good protective cover of soil-enriching legumes. 

As has been pointed out in the Bureau’s report, our agricultural economy is 
dependent on fruit production and on the use of the rest of our land for pasture 
and hay production, wth a little seed production as a companion production fea- 
ture. It is interesting to compare from a labor demand alone the intensive cul- 
ture of pears with the production of pasture products. Figures provided by the 
industry indicate that the average acre of orchard necessitates between $250 and 
$300 per acre of direct labor per year, that the packing and storing increase the 
labor charge against each acre to about $450 per year. The other types of agri- 
culture practiced in southern Oregon, on the other hand, seldom show a labor 
cost of more than $20 to $25 per acre. Pear production then uses 20 times the 
labor necessary per acre to produce pears over the production of competing agri- 
cultural products. 

It is reasonable to expect that with an increase in our guaranteed water supply 
that it will be possible to increase our production of pears about 25 to 40 percent 
by adding additional acreage over the next 10 years and that within 5 years, 
by allowing an increase in size of our present trees, we can increase returns to 
the valley by several million dollars per year. 

Although this is a high cost, intensive type of agriculture, the financial returns 
to the producers have not been such that any worrisome increase in cost could 
be tolerated by most of the producers. We are especially aware of the fact that 
the whole crop could easily be lost if any of the antiquated structures or the 
canal walls would give way during our long hot summer season. Any delay in 
delivering water to our orchards is felt immediately in both quality and quantity 
of our crop. 

The same conditions of climate and terrain that have made our area famous 
for its pear production has reacted to cause a continuous immigration to our 
valley. Only fruit production is intensive enough to furnish jobs and to guarantee 
sufficient economic standards to take care of these people. 

One other fact is, I believe, worthy of mentioning. On the morning of May 
1 our area was so severely damaged by frost that Secretary of Agriculture Benson 
found our area to be a disaster area. Loss in income to the valley has been esti- 
mated at from 8 to 10 million dollars. The results of this will be felt over the 
next 3 years. If the Talent project and the rehabilitation of the Medford and 
Rogue River Districts are proper and desirable, there can be no more appropriate 
time to do the construction of these projects than in the immediate future as 
this construction would certainly alleviate the problems which will have to be 
faced by the area. 

Mr. Roor. Basically, I think there were two questions asked that I 
would like to try to answer. One was on the question of surpluses of 
our produce. 

I am a fruit farmer operating 350 acres of orchards in Jackson 
County and at the same time operating approximately the same acre- 
age of land in pasture and in cattle production. The question of sur- 

luses I think is one that need not be any problem to this committee 

ecause in the last 10 years we have been able to overcome a surplus 
of approximately 2 million boxes which was originally exported and 
is now being used in domestic consumption. We feel that in the years 
to come any small increase which could come in the general pear pro- 
duction field certainly could not be such that it could not be compen- 
sated for by our increase in population in the United States. 
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One other question which was asked was the ability of the land- 
owner to pay charges much in excess of the present charges against 
us. Maybe I can point this up best by telling you my own personal 
experience with this last year. 

My labor bill on my 350 acres of orchard was somewhere in the 
neighborhood of $85,000. I paid that but I also lost $40,000 in my 
overall operation last year. 

Now increases of any nature are difficult to handle when you have 
a perishable product which one year is good and the next year is bad. 
Increases in fixed costs are very difficult to handle. Consequently, we 
feel that although we can and will pay for this project at a reasonable 
figure, we are not in a position to pay any great increase in our overall 
cost because we are talking about 50 or 60 years and $5 an acre over 
60 years is a tremendous sum of money for the district to pay. 

One thing I would like to throw into this at the present time, Sen- 
ator Cordon, is the fact that on the Ist day of May we had a very 
serious frost which reduced the gross income of the valley by approxi- 
mately $10 million. Now we will take care of our own actin of 
the next 4 or 5 years but there will be that low spot in our valley 

economy. 

Now if the Talent project and rehabilitation project are desirable 
projects, it is felt by all the people in the valley that this is the proper 

| time to take action because rather than go into a boom or bust, which 
is frequently felt in large reclamation projects because of the big 

increase at one time and then a tapering off, we are in a position to 
absorb any increase that would come and would still leave us on a 
fairly level economy. 

Senator Corvon. I think I follow you. That is a sound position. 
Thank you very much, Mr. Root. 

Now, I have listed here a group handed to me, Mr. Jackson, repre- 
senting the Central Labor Council, Jackson County Co-op, Ashland 
County Chamber of Commerce, and Jackson County Chamber of 
Commerce, who will deal with the economic needs of the area. 


STATEMENT OF GLENN JACKSON, VICE PRESIDENT, CALIFORN1A- 
OREGON POWER CO., REPRESENTING THE CENTRAL LABOR 
COUNCIL, THE JACKSON COUNTY COURT, ASHLAND CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE, AND JACKSON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, my name is Glenn Jackson. I am a 
vice president of the California-Oregon Power Co. and representing 
the Central Labor Council, the Jackson County Court, the Ashland 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Jackson County Chamber of Com- 
merce, 

Senator Corpon. Before you proceed, Mr. Jackson is also an officer 
of the California-Oregon Power Co. and we have discussed the matter 
of the marketing of this power in the service area of these districts. 
Perhaps, Mr. Jackson, you could for a moment discuss for the record 
the position that the California-Oregon Power Co. would take with 
respect to the absorption of that power into its system and the use of 
it in its service area. 

Mr. Jackson. On May 28, 1953, a meeting was held in Boise between 
officials of the California-Oregon Power Co. and the Bureau of Recla- 
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mation to determine the feasibility of the proposed powerplant. In 
the preliminary report the Bureau had indicated the desirability of 
the installation of a 10,000-kilowatt powerplant, using two 5,000 
kilowatt generators to be operated 2s the water was transferred from 
the Howard Prairie Reservoir to the Emigrant Reservoir. The 
powerplant initially was geared to the requirements of the irrigation 
district in their use of water. This powerplant would have the effect 
of creating a considerable amount of offpeak power. 

Our company produces its power through a series of hydroelectric 
plants and through the system we use we do generate a considerable 
volume of offpeak power for which there is no local market. We 
have to dump this power to the Pacific Gas & Electric Co. to the south 
at a very low price. So the original plans of the Bureau of Reclama- 
tion had the effect of adding to a surplus of power of that type. 

We suggested that there was a possibility of adding to the power- 
generating capacity, usable power-generating capacity of the region, 
by ms aking some changes in the power design and plan by deve loping 
peaking power. 

Now initially the Bureau had contacted the Bonneville Power Ad- 
ministration to obtain a price at which this power could be absorbed 
by the administration. I believe the figure will amount to 414 mills, 
if I am correct. We suggested that if the pli int could be redesigned 
to provide peaking power, that the company could afford to pay 714 
mills for this power. I believe Mr. Nelson has gone into the details 
of this. 

The theory of it was that as long as a powerplant was to be con- 
structed in connection with this project, that it should add something 
to the power resources of the area in which it was constructed; in 
other words, why build a plant to add to a surplus already in existence ? 
Our problem out there is not kilowatt-hours; it is kilowatts. 

.Does that answer your question, Senator? 

Senator Corpvon. Substantially so, Mr. Jackson. 

I think the record ought to indicate whether your company is pre- 
pared to make a firm offer that would take this power into its system 
and would be willing for a long enough period of time so that it 
would take a substantial and definite repayment requirement of the 
project. 

Mr. Jackson. The company made an offer on May 28, 1953, in 
which it stated that it would purchase the firm power to be generated 
between the hours of 8 o’clock in the morning and 10 o’clock at night, 
5 days a week exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, at 
714 mills, and it would absorb as much of the surplus as it may do 
so under its system load factor at 214 mills. I might say that the 
rate question has been approached in a cooperative manner and I’m 
sure can be further resolved when the final cost requirements have 
been determined. 

Senator Corpon. That does not mean much to the Chairman. He 
does not understand it. 

Mr. Jackson. I believe, Mr. Nelson, you stated this morning, that 
it would raise the income from power production about $110,000; i 
that correct ? 

Mr. Netson. $122,000, I believe. 

Senator Corpon. Then, Mr. Nelson, this offer, which I take to be 
an existing standing offer for this purpose—— 
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Mr. Jackson. That is correet—— 

Senator Corvon (continuing). Would provide the income about 
which you testified with respect to the 16,000-kilowatt capacity, modi- 
fied generating plant ? 

Mr. Nextson. That is right. 

Senator Corpon. You may go ahead with your statement, Mr. 
Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. The economic life of the area in which this project 
is located is dependent largely upon lumber, agriculture, and the 
tourist business, all of which contribute to a high percentage of 
seasonal unemployment. I have here some figures from the Oregon 
State Employment Service which indicate by months the unemploy- 
ment as applied to the 24,000 people who are considered to be our 
labor force in that particular area. They range from 18.2 in Feb- 
ruary down to 1.61 in September. The period from November to 
April averages about 14 percent of unemployment. These are statis- 
tics as I say, from the Oregon State Employment Service, 1952-53 : 


Unemployment 


Month wae ae o | Month ‘aaa ee st 
ployment unemployec ployment ploy: 

— — |- = | - ee _ 
January - | 16.9 4,056 || July 2.9 6 
February 18. 2 | 4,368 || August 2. 69 | 646 
Merch 12.7 | 3, 048 || September 1.61 386 
April 9.4 2, 256 || October 3.8 912 
May 4.7 1, 128 || November | 6.4 1, 536 
June 3.9 938 | December | 11.9 2, 856 





As long as we are in the lumber, agriculture, and tourist business 
this situation cannot be changed. It is true that diversity can be 
created by the addition of other industries but it must be assumed that 
other industries must have steady employment throughout the 12 
months of the year. Soas long as our economy is based even partially 
upon the lumber, agricuture, and tourist business we must absorb this 
seasonal unemployment. 

Now during the past 10 years particularly the irrigation districts 
have been split up into small ownerships; 1,655 ownerships are of 5 
acres or less; 2,177 are 20 acres or less; and 2,348 are 40 acres or less. 

Now as it has been stated here this morning, in some types of agri- 
culture 20 acres will support a family. In other types of agriculture 
it will not. The average ownership is 8 acres which would indicate 
that in normal agriculture pursuits it does not provide a full support 
for a family. 

These people are employed in sesasonal industries, in logging, 
lumbering, and in packing fruit, taking care of harvesting of the fruit 
crop, and work in the requirements of the tourist industry. 

Now that situation, as I mentioned a moment ago, will not change 
over the years. Therefore, we have to find some way of absorbing this 
seasonal unemployment. 

Our people in the State employment service and in the Extension 
Service of the Department of Agriculture indicate that the only 
sound way is to continue this trend of small irrigated acreage which 
will supplement family income and provide subsistance during sea- 
sonal unemployment. 
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The twelve-thousand-odd acres of new land, which are contemplated 
to be brought into production through irrigation as a result of the 
Talent project and the rehabilitation projects affecting the Rogue 
Medford districts, will provide a possibility for ownership up to 

8 acres for 1,500 additional families. In addition to that, we have a 
large acreage which is now receiving 214 acre-feet of water or less. 
It has been “pointed out this morning r the increase in w ater supply to 
these acreages will make it possible for further subdivision of acreage 
already receiving water. It cannot be subdivided on the basis of an 
annual delivery ‘of an acre and a half feet of water and carry out a 
program of this type. So from the viewpoint of the economics of the 
region this water is an essential element in the solution of the seasonal 
unemployment problem which we are going to be faced with as long 
as we have the same type of industry that we have today. 

I think that is all I have to say. 

Senator Corpvon. Thank you very much. 

Now the Chair believes that this record before it is completed 
should carry discussion of the procedures, if there be more than one, 
that may be adopted for the payment of the cost of this project, assum- 
ing (1) no amendment to the bill; assuming (2) the amendment which 
has been offered to the bill and which would include authority for the 
rehabilitation of the Rouge River and Medford Irrigation Districts. 

I particularly refer to the necessity for integration of payments by 
districts having different benefits accruing. 

Frankly, I do not know just how we approach that, but I am sure 
there will be questions arise before the full committee as to what is 
planned to be ia and under what law would it be done. 

Could you help us in that field, Mr. Nelson, by reference to the legal 
staff in the Department or otherwise? 

Mr. Netson. Certainly. Do you want me to make a statement now? 

Senator Corvon. I would be glad if you would. 

Mr. Netson. We assume that the contract for the repayment of all 
cost allocated to irrigation on the Talent division would be negotiated 
with the Talent District and that the auxili: iry arrangement “for the 
disposal of the 9,000 acre-feet of supplemental water “would be sold 
by contract between the Medford and the Rogue River Valley Dis- 
tricts with the Talent District. Therefore, the Government’s one 
contract would be with the Talent District. The rehabilitation con- 
tracts as such that would be negotiated directly between the Govern- 
ment and the two districts involved would take into consideration, as 
the other contracts would, the ability of the districts to repay and 
would be based on the actual expenditures in each district. 

With respect to the power facilities, I construe Mr. Jackson’s testi- 
mony as assurance that the power would be absorbed (by his company) 
so that there will be returned power costs, whatever they may be, in 
50 years with interest. 

Senator Corvon. What is needed in the way of added legislation to 
permit this action to be taken? Anything of over and beyond the 
provisions of S. 3134? Is that adequate? 

Mr. Nerson. Mr. Witmer, our attorney, reminded me of a correction 
I should make to my statement—that is, that our contract with the 
Talent District weak be for irrigation costs assigned to be returned 
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by the irrigators. You realize that part of the irrigation allocation 
would have to be picked up by power revenues. ‘ 

Mr. Wrirmer. Mr. Chairman, if I may say so, Mr. Nelson’s tongue 
slipped when he said the entire irrigation allocation would be covered 
by the contract of the district. The district will assume on this, as 
on other projects, a portion of that allocation. It will not obligate 
the portion which power revenues will bear, of course. I suggested to 
him that he make that clear. ; re 

Senator Corvon. Yes. That, of course, is the provision which neces- 
sitates the handling of this legislation under the 1939 Reclamation 
Act. Is that correct? ; , 

Mr. Wrrnmer. I do not believe that that by itself would require han- 
dling by special act of Congress, but the Secretary has stated that 
he does not intend to exercise whatever authority he may have under 
the 1939 act with respect to authorization in any event. 

Senator Corpox. Now while you are on your feet, Mr .Witmer, will 
vou take a look at S. 3134 at the appropriate time—I am _ not going 
to ask you to testify now—and advise this committee with respect 
to the sufficiency of that bill with the amendment that has been 
offered to do this job, and include in your letter at least a thumb- 
nail statement with respect to what the several relationships of these 
districts would be with the Government and with each other in order 
to carry out the full repayment necessary in connection with this 
overall operation considered as a single project rather than as two 
projects ¢ 

Mr. Wirmer. I shall be glad to do that. 

Senator Corpon. I will Jeave the hearings open for the reception 
of that information and for any additional documentary statements 
that may be offered either by the Department or by interested persons 
in the area. 

(The following information was subsequently received for the 
record :) 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION, 
Washington, D. C., June 18, 1954. 
Hon. Guy Corbon, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear SENATOR CorpoN: At the June 16 hearing on S, 3134, you requested 
Mr. T. R. Witmer to furnish in writing a memorandum on the sufficiency of the 
bill, with or without an amendment which was suggested by a witness for the 
proponents, to accomplish both the work outlined in our planning report on the 
Talent division and certain additional rehabilitation work needed by the Med- 
ford and Rogue River Valley Irrigation Districts. I have received from Mr. 
Witmer a memorandum covering the matters about which you inquired and am 
happy to forward it to you for your use. 

Sincerely yours, 
S. W. CrostHwalte, Acting Commissioner. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION, 
Washington, D. 0., June 18, 1954. 
To: Commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation. 
From: Legislative attorney, Bureau of Reclamation. 


Subject : Authorization of Talent division, Rogue River project, Oregon (S. 3184). 


At the hearing on June 16, before the Subcommittee on Irrigation and Recla- 
mation of the Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs on S. 3134, a bill 
to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to construct, operate, and maintain the 
Talent division of the Rogue River Basin reclamation project, Oregon, Senator 
Cordon asked that I examine the text of that bill and advise him of its sufficiency 
to accomplish its stated purpose. Your transmittal of this memorandum to 
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Senator Cordon is requested in order to furnish him with the answers to the 
questions he asked. 

The Bureau’s plans with respect to the development of the Talent division are 
set out in its project planning report which was transmitted to the Secretary of 
the Interior on March 17, approved by him on April 1, and transmitted to the 
Congress on June 15. The text of S. 3134 is consistent with those plans, and 
the bill, if enacted, would furnish ample authority to construct, operate, and 
maintain the proposed works in accordance with the plans. 

There is a minor discrepancy between the bill's requirement that the irrigators’ 
basic repayment period be fixed at not more than 69 years and the Bureau's esti- 
mate that 70 years is needed for full payment of the reimbursable costs of the 
project. This discrepancy is, however, more apparent than real. If, in the course 
of contract negotiations, it turns out that the irrigators are unable to agree to 
repay in 69 years the amount assigned to them for a 70-year repayment period, the 
result will presumably be either a slight increase in power rates or a slight length- 
ening of the time during which net power revenues are required to be credited 
toward payout of the irrigation allocation. The terms of the bill are sufficiently 
broad to cover the contingency. 

During the hearing, there was considerable questioning concerning the possi- 
bility of increasing the capacity of the proposed Green Springs powerplant from 
10,000 kilowatts to 16,000 kilowatts. The text of section 1 of the bill is adequate 
to cover a plant of either size. I understand, however, that raising the capacity 
to 16,000 kilowatts may increase the construction cost estimate for the Talent 
division by approximately $1,200,000. This will require a corresponding increase 
in the figure which appears in line 19, page 3, of the bill. 

Discussion was also had, during the hearing, of an amendment to the bill to 
be inserted at the end of line 3, on page 2, which reads as follows: 

“The Secretary is further authorized to undertake the rehabilitation of works 
of the Medford and Rogue River Valley Irrigation Districts as under the pro- 
visions of the act of October 7, 1949 (63 Stat. 724), as amended.” 

This amendment would be accompanied by another striking from page 2, liue 
5, the words “works authorized in the first section of this Act” and substituting 
therefor the expression “Talent Division.” 

The first of these amendments, if adopted and enacted, would furnish the 
Secretary with basic authority to extend to the Medford and Rogue River Irri- 
gation Districts the same assistance in rehabilitating their present irrigation 
systems—systems which were constructed privately—that he is now authorized 
by the act cited to extend to irrigation districts with systems built under the 
Federai reclamation laws. The rehabilitation work proposed to be undertaken 
was discussed at the hearing and is outlined in a draft report of Regional Direc- 
tor Nelson dated April 30, 1954, which has not yet, I understand, been reviewed 
by the Washington office of the Bureau or by the Secretary. 

Present indications are that the cost of the rehabilitation work will be 
approximately $1,712,000. This amount is, of course, not covered in the $19.99. 
000 authorized to be appropriated for the Talent Division construction. It will, 
however, be clear, I believe—particularly if the amendment in line 5, page 2, 
quoted above, is adopted—that the amount stated in section 3 is a limitation 
not on the appropriations authorized for all of the work covered by the bill but. 
merely on those for construction of the Talent Division proper. 

It is my understanding that it is contemplated that a portion of the rehabili- 
tation work will be undertaken by the districts themselves with the assistance 
of Federal financing and that the remainder will be accomplished by the Bureau 
through the letting of contracts for the work. The act of October 7, 1949, as 
is apparent from the following quotation, is adequate to permit either of these 
methods to be employed: 

“Such rehabilitation and betterment work may be performed by contract, by 
force-account, or, notwithstanding any other law and subject only to such reason- 
able terms and conditions as the Secretary of the Interior shall deem appro- 
priate for the protection of the United States, by contract entered into with the 
organization concerned whereby such organization shall perform such work.” 

Senator Cordon also inquired concerning the procedure that would be fol- 
lowed under the bill, both with and without the amendment quoted above, in 
the writing of contracts for return of the costs of the work covered by S. 3134. 
It appears that there would be 3 major contract arrangements to be worked out 
if the bill is amended, 2 if the amendment is not adopted : 

(1) Repayment arrangements covering a portion of the irrigation allocation 
of the Talent Division.—It is expected that the major repayment contract to be 
entered into under the bill will be with the Talent Irrigation District. Whether 
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this contract will cover the entire amount of the irrigation allocation minus that 
portion of this allocation which is assigned to be returned from power revenues 
or whether it will cover somewhat less than this will depend on arrangements 
made with respect to the furnishing of water, either temporarily or permanently, 
from the Talent Division works to the Medford and Rogue River Valley Irriga- 
tion Districts. If it is decided that the Talent District shall itself undertake to 
work out such arrangements—that is, if the Talent District, in effect, reserves for 
itself the entire water supply but, so to speak, subcontracts a part of this supply 
to the other districts—it will obligate itself to pay to the United States the 
amount stated above and will depend on its contractual arrangements with the 
other districts to recover a portion of this amount. If, on the other hand, the 
other two districts enter into direct contractual arrangements with the United 
States. the Talent District's obligation to the Government will he somewhat re- 
duced. In either event, none of the districts will undertake any obligation to 
repay the power allocation or any part thereof. Indeed, a substantial part of the 
irrigation allocation will be assigned for return from power revenues in accord- 
ance with the terms of the bill. 

(2) Contracts with respect to repayment of re habilitation costs.—If the pro- 
posed amendment to the bill is adopted, contracts with the Medford and Rogue 
River Valley Irrigation Districts will be required under which these districts will 
repay the cost of the rehabilitation work covered by the amendment. Under the 
act of October 7, 1949 (incorporated by reference in the proposed amendment) 
these contracts will have to be entered into before expenditure of funds for the 
rehabilitation work. That act also requires that the determination upon which 
the contracts are founded—the determinations, that is, of the districts’ abilities 
to pay and of the rate at which repayment shall be made—be submitted to and 
lie before the Senate and House Committees on Interior and Insular Affairs for 
60 days before becoming effective unless an earlier date is approved as pro- 
vided in the amendment to that act. 

(3) Power contracts——Contracts will be entered into for the disposition of 
the project's electric energy. Rates will be so fixed as to return not only the 
power application with interest but also that portion of the irrigation allocation 
of the Talent Division which is beyond the ability of the water users to repay in 
the period specified in the bill. 

T. RrcHArp WiTMER, Legislative Attorney. 


Senator Corvon. Now, I think that covers the presentation on this 
particular subject. Did you have a matter, Mr. Nelson, which you 
want to call to my mind ? 

Mr. E_mer Netson. Senator, we have people for region No. 1. We 
also have a bill introduced by you, S. 2864, and which we should at 
this time take testimony on if there is time, or tomorrow, while they 
are here in town. 
S. 2864 provides for a mandatory-repayment contract, which is 
usually routine. It should not take very long to explain the necessity 
for it, and also section 2 of the bill. 

Senator Cornon. I am going to have to go to the floor because I 
have a conference on an appropriation coming up very shortly. I 
would like to have that done before Mr. Nelson goes home. Could 
you stay over tomorrow / 

Mr. Harorp Newson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Corpon. Then I will recess this hearing until 10 o’clock in 
the morning, and we will finish this job. We will take up this 
Deschutes rehabilitation repayment contract at that time, and if there 
is anything else that any of you folks want to offer for the record, 
orally or otherwise, in connection with the Talent project or the 
rehabilitation amendment thereto, I shall be happy to receive it. 
Otherwise, we will stand adjourned. ; 

(Thereupon, at 12:50 p. m. the hearing was adjourned.) 
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